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The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations presents its compliments 
to the S ecretary -General of the United Nations as depositary of the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and has the honor to provide this 
communication to register its strong protest to a number of unilateral acts and 
activities which the Republic of Croatia has conducted or authorized in the maritime 
area of the Adriatic Sea south of the line of azimuth of 231°, in which Montenegro has 



 
The Protocol on the Interim Regime along the Southern Border, which was signed in 



Consequently, Montenegro registers once again its strong protest against the 2003
Decision of the Croatian Parliament, under which Croatia unilaterally (i) extended its
EFPZ to areas in the Adriatic Sea appertaining to Montenegro, and (ii) decided to
exercise jurisdiction in the EFPZ pursuant to Articles 33, 34(1), 35, 41 and 42 of
Chapter IV (Economic Zone) of the Maritime Code of Croatia. Montenegro does not
accept, nor is it bound by, the outer limit of Croatia's EFPZ as determined by a series of
coordinates that Croatia submitted to the UN on 2 September 2005. Nor does
Montenegro accept any official or unofficial depiction of the EFPZ allegedly based on
the 2003 Decision, extending beyond the line of azimuth of 231°,

Montenegro further reiterates its protest against the unilateral authorization of seismic
surveys, and against the granting of a licence for hydrocarbon exploration and
exploitation in Blocks 23, 26, 27, and 28, all of which encroach on areas appertaining
to Montenegro. Montenegro also requests that Croatia immediately suspend all the
current and planned activities, which prejudice, possibly irreparably, Montenegro's
rights and interests in that area.

The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations would be grateful to the
Secretary-General for notifying all Parties to the UNCLOS of this Note and for
publishing it in the next "Law of the Sea Bulletin" and on the website of the Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea.

The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the assurances of
its highest consideration.ÿ

New York, May 18, 2015











167/88 of 20 
October 2014 has the honour of expressing its dissatisfaction with the decisions of the Government of the Republic of Croatia on the selection of the best bidder and on the issuance of licences for hydro-carbon exploration and exploitation in the exploration areas South Adriatic - blocks 26, 27 
and 28 and Middle Adriatic - block 23 to consortia “INA”, “Marathon Oil Netherlands” and “OMV 
Croatia-Austria” of 2 January 2015, all before the potential conclusion of a Memorandum between 
the two states to temporarily resolve this issue.   Such action by the Government of the Republic of Croatia unfortunately presents a continuation of unilateral activities in the disputed area that Montenegro also has claims over and is in violation of 



 

 
 
 
 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro would like to avail itself 
of this opportunity to again express its appreciation for the Ministry of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Republic of Croatia. 
 
Podgorica, 5 January 2015 
 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 
 
Zagreb 
 

 











 

 
MONTENEGRO 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration 
 
No. 09/16-167/110 
 
 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro presents its compliments 
to most notable Norwegian company “Spectrum” and has the honour to point out that the 
Montenegrin side has recently learned that your company carried out geological and seismological 
exploration in the disputed underwater area south of Azimuth 231 in the Adriatic Sea from 
September 2013 to January 2014, and that the Croatian side, as the contracting authority, and 
“Spectrum” as the contractor, have not notified the Montenegrin side of such activities.  
 



 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro would like to avail itself 
of this opportunity to renew to the Norwegian company “Spectrum” the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 
 
 
Podgorica, 19 November 2014 
 
COMPANY “SPECTRUM” 
 
NORWAY 
OSLO 
 
 

 





   



 

MONTENEGRO 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration 
 
No. 09/16-167/109 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro expresses its appreciation  
for the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Republic of Croatia and has the honour to  
point out that the Montenegrin side has recently learned that the Norwegian company “Spectrum” 
Border, which is to be in effect until a definitive maritime and land border between Montenegro and 
the Republic of Croatia has been established. 
 
The Republic of Croatia has later used the data obtained during “Spectrum” geological and 
seismological exploration in support of its first bidding, offering to potential concessionaires the 
documentation and figures for the purpose of issuance of licences for hydro-carbon explorations 
and exploitation south of Azimuth 231, therewith continuing unilateral activities contrary to 
international law. 
 
We would like to remind you that the provisions of 2002 Protocol make it mandatory upon the 
Croatian and Montenegrin side to refrain from unilateral activities along the line of temporary 
delineation of territorial sea, and consequently also any “third party” to refrain from the same such 
activities along the line of delineation of the continental shelf before the two parties have reached 
an agreement on their shared maritime border. 
 
The Montenegrin side would like to warn the Croatian side that such unilateral acts constitute 
further confrontation in the dispute relating to sovereignty over Prevlaka and the ownership over the 
sea and seabed all the way to the marine area that belongs to the Republic of Italy, which is also in 
violation of the relevant provisions of UNCLOS, which, in such cases, clearly commit the parties to 
finding a temporary mutual arrangement with a view to achieving a peaceful conflict resolution. 
 
Given that the Croatian side and “Spectrum” in their joint unilateral act did geological and 
seismological explorations in the above mentioned period, we request to be delivered the originals 
of all the seismic surveys with the processed and interpreted data relating to the area south of 
Azimuth 231 that were placed, without the consent of the Montenegrin side, at the disposal of the 
potential concessionaires through the Croatian national “Data Room”. 
 
The Montenegrin side would like to inform you that it remains at the disposal of the Croatian side, 
as well as of all other entities involved, for finding a solution to this issue either by a bilateral 
agreement, or by consensual submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice or 
arbitration. 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro would like to avail itself 
of this opportunity to again express its appreciation for the Ministry of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Republic of Croatia. 
 
Podgorica, 19 November 2014 

 



 

 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 
 
Zagreb 
 

 



 



 



Translation 

Republic of Montenegro 

Government of Montenegro 

Prime Minister 

 

    Podgorica, 15 October 2003 

Your Excellency,  

Let me thank y



border between the Republic of Croatia and erstwhile Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, signed in 
2002. This Protocol, as clearly indicated by its title, established provisional regime and 
demarcation in the territorial sea between the two states, which did not entail demarcation in 
epcontinental belt, as this was not subject of this Agreement. I avail of this opportunity to say 
that Montenegro’s position is that the line of demarcation in epicontinental belt was established 
by relevant legal acts of the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia that precisely 
established the border of Montenegrin sea and seabed. This demarcation was made with the 
consent of all constituent republics of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Croatia 


