








Following measures for the protection of VMESs have been in place;

- Prohibition of expansion of bottom fisheries into the western part of the Convention area where
no such fishing is currently occurring by limiting bottom fisheries to seamounts located south of 45
degrees North latitude and closing fisheries in in areas deeper than 1500 m.

- Closure of fisheries in C-H seamount and Southeastern part of Koko seamount areas.

- No direct fishing on four taxa of cold-water corals.

To support the implementation of CMMs, the SC has developed a 5-year Research Plan for 2017-



« Gear-specific move-on distances to reflect type of gear;

« Different reporting requirements for different catches;

« A tiered approach to reporting bycatch of VME indicator taxa;

« Different encounter protocols for existing and new fishing areas.

Impact assessments

In accordance with the CMMs for Bottom Fisheries and Protection of VMEs in the Northwest
Pacific and Northeast Pacific, NPFC Members are to conduct impact assessments on a regular basis
for existing fisheries. The purpose of the impact assessments is to determine that existing fisheries
or exploratory fisheries do not have SAls on VMEs. The first impact assessment was conducted by




Other elements for research and implementation

While scientific research are conducted by Members in accordance with the SC research plan, it is
suggested that more research needs to be done for enhancement of the current NPFC measures to
avoid SAls on VMEs. At a recent NPFC/FAO VME Workshop held in 2018, participants suggested







