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Barbados only deal with the outer limits of the continental shelf of Barbados and 
shall not prejudice any bilateral delimitation issues between States. 

10 The Commission took note of the contents of the three notes verbales referred 
to above from the Republic of Suriname, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 
and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the views of Barbados, and in 
accordance with its Rules of Procedure, proceeded to consider the submission 
and make recommendations regarding the submission made by Barbados. 

V. SUBMERGED PROLONGATION OF THE LANDMASS AND ENTITLEMENT TO THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF BEYOND 200 M 

11 From a morphological point of view, the seabed features in the vicinity of the 
Barbados submerged prolongation, namely the “Accretionary Front” and the 
“Tiburon Rise”, can be considered as natural prolongations of the Barbados 
landmass.  

12 The outer edge of the continental margin, established from the foot of the 
continental slope of Barbados by applying the provisions of article 76, 
paragraph 4 (a) (i), extends beyond the 200 M limits of Barbados. On this basis, 
the Commission recognises the legal entitlement of Barbados to delineate 
continental shelf beyond its 200 M limits.  

VI. THE DETERMINATION OF THE FOOT OF THE CONTINENTAL SLOPE   
13 The outer deformation front of the Barbados Accretionary Prism (BAP) and the 

Tiburon Rise are the morphological features where Barbados conducted its 
analyses in search of the base and the foot of the continental slope. 

14 The Subcommission agreed with the final locations of FOS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10 and 11 included in the Submission. However, it did not agree with the 
methodology used in the Submission to determine the critical FOS points, 
based on evidence to the contrary. The Subcommission was of the view that 
these FOS points could be determined on the basis of the general rule 
(maximum change in the gradient). 

15 The Subcommission was not in agreement with the proposal of Barbados to 
relocate the position of the FOS 10 more oceanward to a new location 10B.     

VII. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OUTER EDGE OF THE CONTINENTAL MARGIN 
16 The outer edge of the continental margin of Barbados beyond 200 M is based 

on sediment thickness points established from the foot of the continental slope 
by applying the provisions of article 76, paragraph 4 (a) (i).  Based on its 
consideration of the technical and scientific documentation contained in the 
Submission of 8 May 2008 and the information provided by the Delegation in its 
communications of 17 July 2009, 12 August 2009, 14 August 2009, and 8 
February 2010, the Subcommission is in agreement with the methodology 
adopted by Barbados for the determination of the one percent sediment 
thickness points as well as with the locations of 12 out of the 13 points provided 
by Barbados in its Submission.  The Commission recommends that these 12 
points are used as the basis for delineating the outer limits of the continental 
shelf in this region. 
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VIII. THE DELINEATION OF THE OUTER LIMITS OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF  
17 The outer limits of the continental shelf should be based on the established 

outer edge of the continental margin, taking into consideration the constraints 
contained in article 76, paragraphs 5 and 6. The Subcommission agrees in 
general with the way Barbados has applied the constraint line constructed by 
the application of the distance constraint contained in article 76, paragraph 5.    

IX. THE OUTER LIMITS OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
18 The Subcommission agreed with the determination of the fixed points listed in 

Annex I, establishing the outer limit of the continental shelf from fixed points FP 
1 to 73 and at fixed point FP 75. The Commission recommends that the 
delineation of the outer limits of the continental shelf of Barbados be conducted 
in accordance with article 76, paragraph 7, by straight lines not exceeding 60 M 
in length, connecting fixed points, defined by coordinates of latitude and 
longitude. The establishment of the final outer limits of the continental shelf of 
Barbados may depend on delimitation between States. The Commission 
recommends, taking into consideration article 9 of Annex II, that Barbados 
proceeds to delineate the outer limits of the continental shelf on the basis of: 

(i)         the outer edge of the continental margin referred to in paragraph 16;  

(ii) the Commission’s views on the outer limits of the continental shelf of   
Barbados as referred to in paragraphs 17 and 18; and  

(iii) the provisions of article 76, paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

 
 








