
Preliminary Information concerning the outer limits of the continental shelf of 

Canada in the Arctic Ocean 

 

Introduction 

 

Canada signed the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (the “Convention”) on the day 

it was opened for signature and ratified it on 7 November 2003. The Convention entered into force for 

Canada on 7 December 2003. 

 

As reflected in article 77 of the Convention, the rights of a coastal state over its continental shelf exist 

ipso facto and ab initio. 

 

Canada is mindful of its obligation, pursuant to article 76(8) of the Convention, to submit information on 

the limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth 

of the territorial sea is measured.  On 6 December 2013, Canada submitted such information to the 

Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (the “Commission”) in respect of areas in the Atlantic 

Ocean.     

 

This document provides preliminary information indicative of the outer limits of the continental shelf of 

Canada beyond 200 nautical miles in the Arctic Ocean, as well as a description of the status of 




