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Excellencies,   

Distinguished participants, 

Friends and colleagues,  

On behalf of Mr. Stephen Mathias, Acting Under-Secretary-General for Legal 

Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel, and UN-Oceans Focal Point, it is my 

great pleasure to open this UN-Oceans side event on the theme “Striving for 

Ambitious Ocean-
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As you may recall, the ocean was mentioned in over half of the submissions by 

Parties and other stakeholders to the Global Stocktake under the Paris 

Agreement. This reflects the increasing recognition of the ocean as not only one 

of the worst affected ecosystems to date but also of the key role of ocean 

ecosystems and activities in the race to mitigate and adapt to the catastrophic 

impacts of climate change. Indeed, earlier this week, the 




