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Migration by Sea

The lack of safe and regular migration pathways has compelled thousands of people
around the world to risk their lives at sea in search of a better life, safety and security.
Inadequate state-led search and rescue in several regions coupled with restrictions
on NGO-led search and rescue and safe and predictable disembarkation
mechanisms further compound the fatal risks that migrants face at sea. Since
September 2023, more than 1,400 people drowned in the Mediterranean Sea, where
more than 67 per cent are still missing, leaving their families sufering from
ambiguous loss. Out of the 817 people who lost their lives in the Mediterranean this
year, 70 died due to starvation, dehydration, eB s leading

to hypothermia, starvation and dehydration. In the Caribbean Sea, at least 229
people drowned while trying to reach the U.S since September 2023. In the same
period across the world, a minimum of 71 Rohingya refugees have drowned while
crossing the Andaman Sea to Indonesia.

f In September 2023, IOM and UNHCR jointly launched the online course “The
Protection of Migrants and Refugees Moving by Sea”. The online course is available
on IOM’s E-Learning platforms I-Learn for IOM staf and foQ@#psS for non-staf, as
well as on UNCHR’s platform Workplay for UNHCR staf, and on the International
Institute of Humanitarian Law open online platform for all. By April 2024, globally, 543
individuals completed the online course. The online course will be made available b
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IOM developed a training curriculum on “Protecting the human rights of migrants at
sea” for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, which was carefully crafted
to elevate the technical profciency of government oficials, coast guards, UN staf
and other relevant partners. Emphasizing protection-sensitive and vulnerability-
informed approaches, the curriculum aims to strengthen the handling of maritime
interceptions and search and rescue (SAR) operations at sea. The training provides
an extensive overview of international instruments and their application on the day-
to-day SAR interventions. Additionally, it builds the capacity of key actors, including
healthcare providers, to efectively respond by integrating health considerations into
SAR operations.



