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Contribution	 to	 the	 Report	 of	 the	 Secretary-General	 of	 the	 United	
Nations	on	oceans	and	the	law	of	the	sea,	pursuant	to	UNGA	resolution	
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18 June 2020 

 

Postponement of the 26th session of the Authority 

1. The second part of the 26th session of the International Seabed Authority initially scheduled to 
be held in July 2020 was postponed due to the COVID-19 epidemic. The session will instead take place 
in a reduced format in Kingston, Jamaica from 7 to 16 October 2020, with meetings of the Legal and 
Technical Commission (LTC) and the Finance Committee (FC) convened remotely starting from July 
2020. The decision has been taken in consultation with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade 
of Jamaica, Senator the Honourable Kamina Johnson Smith, who is also the incumbent President of the 
ISA Assembly, with all parties in agreement on this course of action. 

Implementation of the strategic plan for the Authority for the five-year period 2019–2023 

2. In the light of the outcome of the first periodic review of the international regime of the Area 
pursuant to article 154 of the Convention, the Assembly adopted in 2018,
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of Jamaica and covers a total area of 74,916 km2 comprising parts of reserved areas contributed by UK 
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organization of two workshops during October and November 2019, on deep sea biodiversity of the 
Clarion-Clipperton Zone and on the regional environmental management plan for the Area of the 
northern Mid-Atlantic Ridge.   

8. During the first part of the 26th session of the Council, in February 2020, the Council adopted a 
decision concerning a standardized approach for the development, approval and review of REMPs in 
the Area. 11 In the decision, the Council requested the LTC, in consultation with the FC if necessary, to 
further develop the “Guidance to facilitate the development of regional environmental management 
plans”,12 in accordance with the Convention, the 1994 Agreement, as well as the rules, regulations and 
procedures of the Authority, and taking into account, as appropriate, the relevant proposals13 with a 
view to recommending to the Council a standardized approach, including a template with indicative 
elements.  

9. The 
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envisaged by the programme of activities for the period 2018 to 2022 under its contract for exploration 
for polymetallic nodules, which was extended for a further five years until 2022. According to the EIS, 
the objective of the trial is to test the capability of the machine in terms of locomotion, crushing, 
pumping and discharge within a limited area on the seabed. The Contractor also proposes to collect 
environmental data before and after the trials, and monitor the extent of impact on physico-chemical 
and biological conditions over a period of one year following the collector test. 

14. The review of the EIS, along with any other available information provided by MoES, has been 
placed on the agenda of the LTC at its July 2020 session.17 

Capacity-building and training programme 

15. 
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cooperation, including through training, technical assistance and scientific cooperation programmes. 
Contributions to the Fund may be made by the Authority, members of the Authority, other States, 
relevant international organizations, academic, scientific and technical institutions, philanthropic 
organizations, corporations and private persons. The Secretary-General would welcome any 
contributions to the Fund. 

21. As of 31 May 2020, the Fund has provided financial support to a total of 150 scientific and 
technical personnel from over 45 developing countries. Among the beneficiaries 55 were from the 
African group, 62 from the Asia-Pacific group, 26 from the Group of Latin American and Caribbean 
States and seven from Observer States. Fifty-eight of them were women.  

The Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Seabed Authority 

22. The Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of the Authority was adopted by the Assembly 
on 27 March 1998 and entered into force on 31 March 2003. The total number of parties to the Protocol 
remains at 47. Members of the Authority that are not yet parties are strongly encouraged to take the 
necessary steps to become parties to the Protocol at their earliest convenience. The secretariat 
circulated a note verbale to that effect on 16 March 2020. 

Implementation of article 84, paragraph 2 of the Convention 

23. Pursuant to article 84, paragraph 2, of the Convention, coastal States are obliged to give due 
publicity to charts or lists of geographical coordinates and, in the case of those showing the outer limit 
lines of the continental shelf, to deposit a copy of each such chart or list with the Secretary-General of 
the Authority. As at 31 May 2020, 10 members of the Authority have deposited such charts and lists 
with the Secretary-General, namely: Australia, Bahrain, France (with respect to Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, Guyana, New Caledonia and the Kerguelen islands), Ireland, Mauritius, Mexico, Niue, 
Pakistan, the Philippines and Tuvalu. The Secretary-General urges all coastal States to deposit such 
charts or lists of coordinates as soon as possible after the establishment of the outer limit lines of their 
continental shelf, up to and beyond 200 nautical miles, in accordance with the relevant provisions of 
the Convention. The secretariat circulated a note verbale on 16 March 2020 requesting the deposit of 
such charts or lists of coordinates.  

Budget and status of contributions 

24. At its twenty-fourth session, the Assembly adopted the budget for the financial period 2019–
2020 in the amount of $18,235,85018. As at 31 May 2020, 62 per cent of the value of contributions to 
the 2019 budget due from member States and the European Union had been received. Only 29 per 
cent of the membership of the Authority had fully paid their 2019 assessed contributions.  

25. Contributions outstanding from member States for prior periods (1998–2019) amounted to 
$805,026 as at 31 May 2019. As at 31 May 2019, the following 56 members of the Authority had been 
in arrears for two years or more: Angola, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cabo 
Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, 
Eswatini, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Kenya, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Lithuania, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Marshall 
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of the Authority has 
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of the Authority on Marine Scientific Research, to be submitted to the Assembly for its consideration in 
October 2020. In this draft Action Plan, strategic priorities for marine scientific research are elaborated 
based on the Authority’s Strategic Plan and High-level Action Plan for the period 2019-2023, 
respectively adopted by the Assembly in 2018 and 2019. The draft action plan was made available to 
IOC secretariat for comments and feedback.   

International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the World Maritime University (WMU)  

39. Under the framework of the Cooperation Agreement signed between the Authority and the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), both organizations consult each other on matters of 
common interest. In the course of this reporting period, technical personnel of both organizations 
continued their dialogue. 

40. In line with the memorandum of understanding signed in November 2018 between the 




