Oceans and Law of the Sea

Contribution from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Abbreviations and acronyms

COP Conference of the Parties

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations

GCF

Informal Consultative Process The UN Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on
Oceans and the Law of the Sea

I0C Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

LDC least developed country

NAP national adaptation plan

NDC nationally determined contribution

RAMSAR The Convention on Wetlands

REDD+ reducing emissions from deforestation; reducing

emissions from forest degradation; conservation of
forest carbon stocks; sustainable management of

SROCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special
Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere

UNEP United Nations Environment

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization



Introduction

1. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
secretariat (“the secretariat™) seeks to contribute to the United Nations General Assembly
resolution 75/239 of 31 December 2020 for the report entitled “Oceans and the law of the
sea” on developments and issues relating to ocean affairs and the law of the sea. The
contribution consists of a summary of developments from September 2020 to June 2021.

2.


https://www.oceanpanel.org/climate
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/OD_InformationNote.pdf
http://www.unfccc.int/node/512

9. In the nationally determined contributions (NDCs) (submitted from 2015 to 2016),
approximately 70 per cent of Parties have identified ocean-related vulnerabilities and
commitments, to different extents, on mitigation and adaptation.*

10.  As of 15 June 2021, the secretariat has received 65 revised/updated nationally
determined contributions (NDCs) from 92 Parties. Many of these NDCs highlight the impacts
and risks of climate change on the ocean, as well as resilience measures being taken to
respond to these impacts and risks.


https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NDCStaging/Pages/Home.aspx



https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.ipcc.ch/publication/2013-supplement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories-wetlands/
https://www.ipcc.ch/publication/2013-supplement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories-wetlands/
https://redd.unfccc.int/
http://www.unfccc.int/node/491
http://www.unfccc.int/node/698
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Guidelines/Pages/Technical-guidelines.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Guidelines/Pages/Supplements.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/News/Pages/national_adaptation_plans.aspx
http://www.unfccc.int/node/693

(©)

Parties agreed that efforts under the Nairobi work programme should prioritize this focus
area in 2019-2020, in collaboration with partners and relevant organizations.

18.  Work under the priority thematic area of oceans, coastal areas and ecosystems®® has
focused on co-designing and implementing actions to support the LDCs and SIDS. The NWP
expert group on oceans, which comprises representatives of 23 well-established
organizations and institutions, including several United Nations entities and 1GOs (e.g. the
IPCC, UNEP, UNESCO), collaborates with the constituted bodies. The NWP policy brief on
oceans is a recent highlight of their work.?°

Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage associated with Climate
Change Impacts

19.  Under the Convention, the work on loss and damage associated with the adverse
effects of climate change was initiated through Decision 1/CP.16, whereby Parties
recognized the need to strengthen international cooperation and expertise in order to
understand and reduce loss and damage, including impacts related to extreme weather events
and slow onset events.?! In this respect, the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and
Damage (WIM)?? and the WIM Executive Committee?® were established in 2013.2

20.  Under its current workplan, the WIM Executive Committee partnered with the
Technology Executive Committee, with valuable contribution from international experts in
these areas, to develop a joint policy brief on technologies for averting, minimizing and
addressing loss and damage in coastal zones.?


https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWPStaging/Pages/oceans-page.aspx
https://unfccc.int/documents/266434
http://www.unfccc.int/node/277
http://www.unfccc.int/node/16493
https://unfccc.int/wim-excom
http://www.unfccc.int/node/231688
https://unfccc.int/node/105128.



https://unfccc.int/node/60972
https://unfccc.int/node/227818
http://www.unfccc.int/node/65952
https://www.thegef.org/
https://www.greenclimate.fund/
http://www.unfccc.int/node/231652
https://unfccc.int/ttclear/tec
https://www.ctc-n.org/
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership-for-global-climate-action



https://unfccc.int/node/201712
https://www.coy15.org/youth-action-oceans-and-antarctica
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eu0QtlmgRCc&feature=youtu.be
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement/2018-talanoa-dialogue-platform
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement/2018-talanoa-dialogue-platform
https://unfccc.int/cd2020
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/OD_InformationNote.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/OD_InformationNote.pdf

V. Annex. Key messages from the Ocean and climate change
dialogue to consider how to strengthen adaptation and
mitigation action

The ocean is a fundamental part of the climate system and the global response to climate change.

Ocean action and climate action are intrinsically linked and must be strengthened through breaking down silos, integration
and collaboration.

To date, the ocean has been a critical buffer against climate change but tipping points are being reached and ocean risk is
increasing.

Science provides the basis for understanding the action needed and must be strengthened in parallel with action moving
forward.

The ocean provides multiple untapped and powerful opportunities to mitigate and adapt to climate change, provided
environmental and social safeguards are met.

Protecting and restoring nature is fundamental for resilience.
Action requires the participation of all voices.

Ways forward must incorporate strengthened action related to both process (under the UNFCCC and the UN) and practice



