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Document on the Key Deliverables for the Implementing Agreement on 

BBNJ   

BBNJ-IGC2 

 

General considerations 

We are in the new phase of negotiations for developing the text of the future treaty, and the 

outcome of IGC2 should ensure that IGC3 negotiates from draft treaty text prepared by the 

President; it continues to be necessary to first agree on and formulate the key functions and main 

deliverables of the Implementing Agreement (IA) by identifying options and models and translating 

them into actual treaty provisions.  

There is a need to focus on added value and delivering an effective legal framework, providing for 

mechanisms and processes for effective implementation of treaty provisions, and in this regard 

identifying the appropriate level of textual detail.  

Further guidance on focusing and structuring IGC deliberations and on negotiating treaty text in a 

stepwise manner throughout the remaining IGC meetings will facilitate the necessary build-up of 

convergences among delegations. 

Main objectives: 

¶ Create a dedicated, effective, practicable and future-proofed legally binding IA for the 

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction (ABNJ) under UNCLOS, the legal framework within which all activities in the 

oceans and seas must be carried out;  

¶ Operationalise, including through the establishment of standards and mechanisms, the 

general UNCLOS provisions on the protection and preservation of the marine environment 

in relation to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in ABNJ;  

¶ Foster cross-sectoral coordination and cooperation between competent international and 

regional organisations and relevant instruments;   

¶ Promote marine scientific research and capacity building and the transfer of marine 

technology on a needs basis to support the achievement of the IA objectives;  

¶ Apply relevant concepts and principles of international environmental law in ABNJ: the 

principle of cooperation, the precautionary principle, the ecosystem approach, the polluter 

pays principle, the use of best available science and transparency; 

¶ Ensure that States Parties will work and cooperate through other relevant international fora 

to further the aims of the IA. 

Marine Genetic Resources (MGRs), including Questions on the Sharing of Benefits 

- Promote the freedom of marine scientific research as enshrined in UNCLOS and promote free 

and environmentally sound access to genetic resources in a manner consistent with their 

conservation and sustainable use;  

- Address the questions on the sharing of benefits through: 

¶ Operationalizing relevant provisions of UNCLOS (in particular Art. 244) as regards sharing of 

information and the promotion of the flow of scientific data and knowledge, as well as the 

strengthening of marine scientific research capabilities on MGRs. This will include pre-cruise 
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information (before collection of samples), post-cruise notification (after collection of 

samples) and databases including genetic information;  

¶ Thereby improving the transparency and the availability of information on genetic resources 

collected in ABNJ, including through the establishment of a Clearing House Mechanism;  

¶ Also, promoting international cooperation under Art. 242 UNCLOS 

- Not regulate matters relating to intellectual property rights. 

Area-Based Management Tools, including Marine Protected Areas (MPA) 

- Set out a practicable, efficient and science-based procedure for identifying, designating and 
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Capacity Building (CB) and Transfer of Marine Technology (TMT) 

- 


