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Madam Chairperson, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) is pleased to address the 2nd 

session of the Intergovernmental Conference on an 



its Member States and their partners have been intensely fighting to turn this trend around, by 

developing global policy instruments, assisting countries in their policy and management 

interventions, providing value chain support, and developing capacity to make fisheries and 

aquaculture more ecologically, economically and socially sustainable. FAO remains convinced 

that natural resources can be sustainably use, in a manner that secures the food and nutritional 

needs of a growing global population, while addressing biodiversity conservation concerns.  

The FAO Conference at its 40th Session welcomed FAO’s initiative to develop a Biodiversity 

Mainstreaming Platform and requested FAO “to facilitate in collaboration with its partners, such 

as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and other UN organizations, the integration in a 

structured and coherent manner of actions for the conservation, sustainable use and management 

and restoration of biological diversity across agricultural sectors (including fisheries and 

forestry)”. At the request of the FAO Council at its 160th Session, The FAO is developing a strategy 

on mainstreaming Biodiversity, and this strategy will build on, and recognize, the many 

instruments and guidelines developed by the FAO in relation to marine biodiversity, such as the 



what can be achieved by hard law and soft law, between rights and responsibilities and between 

freedom of fishing on the high seas on the one hand, and treaty obligations, responsibilities and 

interests of States on the other; between guaranteeing sustainable use of fisheries resources in the 

high seas and the conservation and management of biodiversity beyond national jurisdictions that 

FAO considers to be at the core of sustainable use.  

In addition to a balanced approach, to ensure that biodiversity can support sustainable use, the 

commitment of all biodiversity users, including those responsible for activities in areas beyond 

national jurisdiction



• the Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources, while dealing with sources of genetic material in 

areas within national jurisdiction does consider, albeit in its non-binding preambular 



EIAs are set out in the FAO International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-



With reference to capacity building and transfer of technology, FAO wishes to reiterate its 

commitment to capacity development and notes that entities already engaged in these activities 

could contribute significantly to this thematic area. FAO has a variety of programmes in place such 

as the Global Capacity Development Programme; projects for the implementation of the Port State 

Measures Agreement and related IUU fishing instruments; the EAF-Nansen Programme to support 

the application of the ecosystem approach to fisheries management, considering climate and 

pollution impacts; the Common Oceans/ABNJ Program; the SPONGES-Deep-sea Sponge 

Grounds Ecosystems of the North Atlantic; the Spatial management and guidelines for the 

implementation of OECMs; or the project focusing on Improved fisheries management for 

sustainable use of marine living resources in the face of changing systems.   

Through RFMOs or individually, FAO works with States and with other stakeholders to facilitate 

the development and to support the implementation of international mechanisms and instruments, 

including binding and voluntary instruments and technical guidelines. The global capacity and 

technical assistance programmes, relevant to the sustainable management of marine living 

resources in the ABNJ, include: the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and 

Eliminate IUU Fishing; the Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance; the Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels, and Supply Vessels; the Voluntary Guidelines 

on Catch Documentation Scheme that were adopted in 2017 in response to a call from the UNGA 

in 2013; and, the International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in the High 

Seas. Moreover, and with the goal to support decision making on the basis of best scientific 

evidence, generated with the involvement of relevant fisheries and biodiversity stakeholders, FAO 

has leveraged IT innovation and partnerships for the development of cross-disciplinary data and 

information products, such as the VME database, the Protected Areas Information Management 

System, the Global Atlas of Tuna and Tuna-like species, the Atlas of AIS-based fishing footprint 

and effort.  

FAO is available to provide further details in occasion of the side event organized in collaboration 

with UNEP, ‘Cooperation between Regional Seas Programmes and Regional Fisheries Bodies’, to 

be held on 2 April. 

 

Madam Chairperson, 



The FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI), a subsidiary body of the FAO Council, constitutes the 

global inter-governmental forum where major international fisheries and aquaculture problems and 

issues are examined and recommendations addressed to governments, regional fishery bodies, non-

governmental organizations, fishworkers, FAO and the international community.  

During its Thirty-third Session in July 2018, the COFI expressed appreciation for the ongoing 

work to establish a new legally binding agreement for the conservation of marine biodiversity of 

areas beyond national jurisdiction. Furthermore, the COFI recalled that the process and outcome 

should not undermine existing relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, 

regional and sectoral bodies, such as FAO’s COFI and RFMOs, which, in the consideration of 

balanced approaches for the sustainable utilization and conservation of biological diversity in areas 

beyond national jurisdiction, must play a role and be part of the solution. 

FAO stands ready, within the framework stipulated in UNGA Resolutions 69/292 and 72/249, to 

continue cooperating and supporting States in their negotiations and deliberations for the 

establishment of an international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of 

areas beyond national jurisdiction. FAO wishes to emphasize its commitment in collaborating with 


