
 

CLOSING STATEMENT 



 

Madam President,  



voluntary pledges and promises of good will and good faith were enough – we would not need 
to be here. In fact – we would not need international law at all. Law is not enough. It is not 
sufficient, of course. But it is necessary.  

Let us work to convert the interpersonal trust that we have all built up into the concrete reality 
of the common good that is the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity 
of areas beyond national jurisdiction – underpinned by the principles of fairness and equity we 
all have pledged to uphold. 

That may appear to dwell on the glass half empty. Permit me, Madam President, in the spirit of 
flexibility and optimism, that you have both raised often and embodied in your work, to turn to 
the glass half full.  

The G-77 and China want to protect the oceans and its contents for tomorrow. We all want to 
find cures to cancer, for science to advance beyond what we can even imagine as we sit here 
today. And we must all want each and every one of our children, and our children’s children, to 
benefit from all manner of uses of marine genetic resources – again, in a fair and equitable 
manner. We have heard and be moved by the statements of delegations reminding us that, 
beyond the logistical reality that we sit inside the Headquarters of the United Nations, we are in 
fact a set of united Nations.  

The Group of 77 and China is certain that not all claims to universality are intended to conceal 
some form of hidden self-interest or even determination to domination. 

Yet f


