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o   Assess the impacts of human activities on marine biodiversity in ABNJ and adopt the 
necessary conservation and management measures to avoid significant adverse impacts on 
the marine environment including biodiversity and dependent and associated ecosystems 
[combination of SDG 14.2; and UNGA 61/105] 
o   Act as stewards on behalf of present and future generations in the management of marine 
resources and activities affecting biodiversity in ABNJ and ensure that actions support and 
do not erode the health, productivity and resilience of ocean and marine ecosystems.” 
  
How: principles to guide management and environmental decision-making 
o   ='5/,%!#7$#!5/97!&%$5/,%5!$,%!2$5%B!('!#7%!2%5#!$6$+1$21%!59+%'#+)+9!+')(,&$#+('!$'B!
-'(?1%B@%:!+'91/B+'@!#,$B+#+('$1!-'(?1%B@% 
o   Ensure that activities in ABNJ are planned and conducted on the basis of information 
sufficient to allow prior assessments of, and informed judgments about, their possible 
impacts [from Antarctic Madrid Protocol article 3 on Environmental Principles (many more 
could be added] 
o   G441A!$'!%9(5A5#%&!$44,($97 in accordance with Article xxx 
o   Apply the precautionary approach widely in order to protect marine biodiversity and 
preserve the marine environment in accordance with Article xxx; 
o   G441A!$'!+'#%@,$#%B!$44,($97 in accordance with Article xxxx; 
o   Apply the polluter pays principle [shortened form of ATN). 

  
How: principles of good governance 
o   ='5/,%!#,$'54$,%'9A!$'B!#7%!#+&%1A!$6$+1$2+1+#A!()!+')(,&$#+(' 
o   T,(&(#%!$'B!)$9+1+#$#%!4/21+9!4$,#+9+4$#+('!+'!$BB,%55+'@!#7%!9('5%,6$#+('!$'B!
5/5#$+'$21%!/5%!()!&$,+'%!2+(1(@+9$1!B+6%,5+#A!()!$,%$5!2%A('B!'$#+('$1!E/,+5B+9#+(':!
#$-%!+'#(!$99(/'#!$'B!,%54('B!#(!4/21+9!9(&&%'#5 
o   Collect and share in a timely manner complete and accurate data and information 
concerning activities likely to affect marine biodiversity in ABNJ 
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that are compatible with and no less effective than/do not undermine the 
effectiveness of national measures [based on adjacency text in ATN] 
·    T,(&(#%!+'#%,'$#+('$1!9((4%,$#+('!$'B!9((,B+'$#+(':!$#!$11!1%6%15:!
+'91/B+'@!'(,#7\5(/#7:!5(/#7\!5(/#7:!$'B!#,+$'@/1$,!9((4%,$#+('H 

  
Z3GU;Z;8DG>!]D8^>=U0=!
 
On TK, as highlighted by PSIDS, the principles would benefit from a clear indication on the 
role of TK.  For example, on the precautionary principle, we believe that clarification is 
needed as to the role of TK in the decision-making process.   
 
Part III section 1 includes Precautionary approach under general principles and approaches. 
The general principles applying to MGRs, ABMTs and EIAs suggest options of the 
precautionary principle or precautionary approach. We recognise that the precautionary 
approach as articulated in article 15 of the Rio Declaration is generally a softening of the 
principle because it is to be applied by States according to their capabilities and calls for a 
value judgement of 'cost effectiveness' in applying measures to prevent environmental 
degradation. 
  
The point we would like to make about whether the approach or principle is applied is the 
need to include inherent bias towards scientific knowledge in the principle to the exclusion 
of other knowledge systems. While the principle is about making precautionary decisions 
when faced with a lack of scientific knowledge, it still uses scientific evidence as the trigger. 
Other knowledge systems, such as traditional knowledge are not given the same weighting 
for making precautionary decisions. For example, what may appear to be of little threat of 
damage based on scientific evidence so that precautionary management is not applied may 
be contrary to traditional knowledge that is intimately connected with the area in question. 
  
Options under section 4.3.1 ‘proposals for designating area-based management tools option I 
(3)’ attempts to incorporate traditional knowledge into decision making, however, we argue 
that it does not go far enough in giving the two knowledge systems equal playing field in 
decision making. The option suggests proponents ‘apply the precautionary 
approach/principle and the ecosystem approach and take into account relevant traditional 
knowledge of indigenous peoples’. It is unclear in this option whether TK should be taken 
into account for the ecosystem approach or the precautionary principle. If TK is to be given 
proper consideration as a knowledge base for precautionary management instead of token 
reference as one of the considerations to be taken into account, the ILBI may need to 
rearticulate how traditional knowledge informs precautionary decision making.   
 
3=>GZ;8D"*;T!Z8!8Z*=3!<8D_=DZ;;8D"!
  
We believe that Options I and III in subparagraph (2) could be clarified, as pointed out by 
CARICOM.  Articles 197 and 237 as well as the Preamble of UNCLOS could provide 
guidance in that regard. 
 
The key here is that it will be important for the text of ILBI to reflect the mandate of this 
IGC, which is to set environmental requirements and standards as well as recommended 
practices and procedures as necessary to enhance conservation, protection and preservation 
of BBNJ, and to elaborate on how such obligations are to be operationalized, consistent with 
the general principles and objectives of UNCLOS. 
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o   Article 237 confirms that a new agreement may impose additional obligations with respect 
to the protection and preservation of the marine environment, provided they are carried out 
in a manner consistent with the general principles and objectives of the Convention. 
  
o   
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