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Agenda Item 6 –  General exchange of views  

 
 
Mme President, distinguished Delegates, 
 



sciences and human dimensions; the infrastructure that supports ocean science 
(observations, data systems); the application of those sciences for societal benefit, including 
transfer to regions that hitherto have not benefitted; and the science-policy interface. 
 

Mme Chairperson, 

In December 2017, The UN proclaimed 2021–2030 as the Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development and invited the IOC to lead its preparation phase. The Decade 

provides an opportunity to mobilize research around BBNJ issues and create new connections 

between ocean observations and science on one hand, and global and regional institutions 

with a focus on economic development, conservation, and sustainability of ABNJs, on the other 

hand. 

Through its contribution to the Decade, the IOC will lead a number of activities that are highly 
relevant to the BBNJ process, including : 
 

- The development of an ocean data sharing mechanism, ensuring equitable, fast and 
free access to research data through a global online open-access data sharing platform 
and data clearing house mechanism; 

- The promotion of a mechanism for coordinating targeted and cooperative marine 
scientific research resulting in the collection of new baseline data to characterize 
existing environments and biodiversity, and better understanding of cumulative 
stressors impacts;  

- A reinforced coordination of ocean observation efforts across disciplines, and 
expansion of existing observation programmes, including through technological 
advancement in collecting new ecosystem variables that can contribute to ecosystem 
management; 

- improving the scientific knowledge base and transfer of marine technology to regions 
and groups that are presently limited in capacity and capability, especially SIDS and 
LDCs, through dedicated training programmes and initiatives, as well as a dedicated 
clearing house mechanism. 

- A global ocean mapping campaign to provide a high resolution map of the seabed 
(currently only 6% of the seabed is mapped in high resolution); 

 
The Decade will be a vehicle for innovative and transformative action, mobilizing science, 
and leaving lasting impacts through engagement with end users, delivering the information of 
greatest importance in meeting sustainable development targets, and informing BBNJ 
issues. [I also refer to the side event co-hosted by IOC, Palau and Norway during lunch on 
Thursday the 6th in Room 12. The side event will provide an opportunity to discuss 
cooperation in science, observation and capacity de



 

 

 


