
Norway. Opening statement at the Intergovernmental Conferenceon an internationally
legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Lawof the Sea
on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond
national jurisdiction (BBNJ)

Ms President,

We are all acutely aware of the threatsposedby climate change and misuse of the marine
environment and resources, suchas pollution, acidification and overfishing.



management of marine biodiversity andthe environment. Thepoint is thatwe already have
management mechanisms with the necessary legal powers - what we need is a more
integrated approach to managing areasbeyond national jurisdiction, where conservation and
useare assessed together, witha viewto improving conservation outcomes and promoting
more sustainable use of resources. We need to connect the dots and make better use of the

institutions we havealreadyalready



Ms President,

Norway depends on the oceans for its development. In recognition of this, the Government
presented a white paper to the Storting (Norwegian parliament) last year on the importanceof
the oceans in Norwegian foreign policy. In addition, Prime Minister Ema Solberg has
established a High-level Panel titled Building a Sustainable Ocean Economy, which will have
its first meeting later this month here in New York. In line with this, Norway will work to
secure a new agreement under which all parties assume increased responsibility for integrated
oceans management and cooperation in this area with a view to implementing effective
measures to protect the oceans.

We would like to thank you for your 'Aid to Discussions' paper, which provides us with a
very good basis for our discussions in this meeting. I can assure you of my delegation's
support during the Intergovernmental Conference.


