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Madame President, 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 

At the outset, the Group of 77 and China would like to add our voice to others expressed 
throughout the year in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the entry into force of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

Allow us to be the first today to congratulate Madame President, Mrs. Rena Lee of 
Singapore, for the tremendous work in the elaboration of the draft text of an agreement 
under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction.  

At the conclusion of IGC2, we entrusted to you the production of a zero-draft treaty text, 
and we are pleased that you have responded by providing delegations with a solid basis 
for negotiations in a short period of time.  

All Member States of the G77 & China remain fully and determinedly committed to 
shepherd these negotiations forward, working with all due speed and diligence to see a 
treaty enter into force that responds to our shared goals and values. Every delegation can 
count on that commitment. We believe the draft treaty document prepared serves as a 
valuable tool for substantive negotiations on the topics identified in the package agreed 
in 2011.  The Group of 77 & China have had the opportunity to consider and discuss the 
draft text, and it has allowed us to conceptualize the internationally legally binding 
instrument we would all desire. Our group is composed of a very large set of countries 
eager and committed with this process, and this is why we also stress the need to count 
with a universal instrument  that is open to ratification by all States, including both parties 
and non-parties to UNCLOS, as we have previously agreed. 

Madame President, 

In this process, all delegations set as our clear goal the conservation and sustainable use 
of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction. This goal can only be 
achieved when guided by the bedrock principle of the Common Heritage of Mankind



and seas beyond national jurisdiction – common to us all – are to be treasured for the 
benefits that shall be shared equitably with due regard for future generations. Therefore, 
we would seek to have the Common Heritage of Mankind reflected directly in the treaty 
text, and we would ensure it is fully operationalized in the relevant parts of the agreement. 

Madame President, 

Rest assured that the Group of 77 and China is willing and eager to engage with all 
partners to get the most out of the third session in order to advance this process. Although 
the Group of 77 and China underlines the importance of balanced progress on the four 
topics identified in the package together and as a whole, the Group of 77 and China will 



Together we aspire, together we achieve. 

I thank you. 


