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Madam Facilitator, 

Thank you for giving my delegation the floor and allow me to align my intervention with that 

delivered by Egypt on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, Maldives on behalf of AOSIS and 

Nauru on behalf of PSIDS. 

Madam Facilitator, 

4.1 Objectives��7RQJD�LV�RI�WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�WKH�,/%,�FRXOG�VHW�RXW�D�JHQHUDO�SURYLVLRQ�ZKLFK�

ZRXOG�SURYLGH�DQ�RYHUDUFKLQJ�REMHFWLYH�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�DOO�FDWHJRULHV�RI�$%07V�03$V��LQ�

DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�VSHFLILF�REMHFWLYHV�IRU�VSHFLILF�$%07V
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LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� DQG� ZHOO�FRQQHFWHG� QHWZRUN� RI� 03$V� LQ�$%1-�� ZKLFK�

ZRXOG�WDNH�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�FXPXODWLYH�LPSDFWV�RI�PXOWLSOH�VWUHVVRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�LPSDFWV�

IURP�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH� 

 

Tonga is open to discussing working definitions of ABMTs, including MPAs, as well as other 

terms that will be used under this element.  

 
 
4.2(a)�%HDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKH�PDQGDWH�VHW�RXW�XQGHU�81*$�UHVROXWLRQ���������WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�
ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�H[LVWLQJ�PHDVXUHV�XQGHU�OHJDO� LQVWUXPHQWV�DQG�IUDPHZRUNV�DQG�
JOREDO�� UHJLRQDO� DQG� VHFWRUDO� ERGLHV� DUH� QRW� XQGHUPLQHG��7KHUH� DUH� D� QXPEHU� RI� ZD\V� LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�,/%,�FRXOG�DGGUHVV�WKLV�LVVXH� 
 

(a) 6HW�RXW�D�JHQHUDO�SURYLVLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�,/%,��ZKLFK�UHFRJQL]HV�DQG�SURWHFWV�LQ�JHQHUDO��
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¶ 6FLHQWLILF�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�FRPPLWWHHV� 

¶ &RPSHWHQW�UHJLRQDO�ERGLHV� 

¶ 3RVVLEO\�QDWLRQDO�IRFDO�SRLQWV 

 

4.3(d)�<HV 

 

4.3.1�(a) &(b) ,GHQWLILFDWLRQ�RI�DUHDV��VWDQGDUGV�DQG�FULWHULD�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�� 
 
¶ %DVHOLQH�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 

¶ 8QLTXHQHVV� 

¶ %LRORJLFDO�SURGXFWLYLW\� 

¶ 9XOQHUDELOLW\�DQG�WKUHDWV�LQFOXGLQJ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH� 

¶ (FRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�IDFWRUV� 

In addition to the existing internationally recognized criteria for area-based conservation measures 

which guide the identification of priority areas to be developed, which was raised by G77, Tonga 

VXJJHVWV�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�DUHDV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�VLJQLILFDQFH��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�36,'6¶�

³HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�IDFWRUV´�FULWHULD�SURSRVHG�E\�36,'6��  

Tonga is supportive of the call for accountability and liability as compliance will make 

implementation of the respective objectives meaningful. 

In light of the rapid advancements in technology and scientific research, Tonga is of the view that 

standards and criteria should be set broadly so as to enable incorporation of further changes in 

scientific research and what we know about the areas and ecosystems.  Further, there needs to be 

mechanism to timely and effectively revise the standards and criteria as appropriate. 

 

4.3.1(c)�([LVWLQJ�FULWHULD�FXUUHQWO\�XVHG�
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¶ Rehabilitation 

¶ Marine Protected Area 

¶ ABMTs 

¶ MPAs, building upon the definition under IUCN Categories I and II; 

¶ Marine Reserves; 

¶ Marine spatial planning; and 

¶ Monitoring 

 

4.6.3 On general principles and approaches 

Tonga fully supports the principles and approaches put forward on behalf of PSIDS 

noting that these principles will guide the implementation of ILBI. This can be 

adequately reflected in the ILBI through a general provision listing the principles, 

which would provide a guide to achieving its objectives.  

 

4.6.6. Clearinghouse mechanism 

In addition to the purposes proposed by PSIDS, Tonga considers it necessary that the 

CHM would act as a repository of data and information relevant to ABMTs, including 

scientific information, management plans and decisions of the COP. Additionally, 

the clearinghouse mechanism can include non-technical summaries of the ABMT, 

sufficient and relevant data, descriptive information and maps. 

 

Tonga reiterates that a clearinghouse mechanism is not an end in and of itself and its 

full utilisation vests in the capacity of all users to understand and apply the data and 

information stored therein. Tonga places emphasis on the need to strike a balance 

between transparency in the operation of the CHM and the need for security and 

confidentiality to ensure that the information is not abused or used for unintended 

(not peaceful) purposes.  

 

 

 


