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Madam President,

Thank you for presiding over this first session of the Intergovernmental
Conference established by General Assembly resolution 72/249. We look forward
to informative discussions @2548m /TTAIf [(0)X)]TJEQ g 9n §)-7.649

The United States supports the sustainable use, management, and
conservation of the ocean and its resources. We are working to ensure the ocean is
clean, safe, and productive. We recognize that a healthy and productive marine
environment is fundamental to supporting the blue economy.

We are pleased to be participating in this conference and are hopeful that we
.c We

that a new BBNJ agreement should result in meaningful,
science-based conservation and sustainable use of BBNJ and should promote
research and development — which benefit all people.

We must ensure that a new agreement is consistent with the existing LOS
regime, which is so important to all States. And we must ensure it does not
undermine or duplicate existing relevant instruments, frameworks, or bodies, or
their respective mandates. We all share that objective, and this is clearly reflected
in Resolution 72/249.






