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I Mr. Antonio Guterres

Secretary-General of the United Nations underscored the significance of the United Nations as a
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partner states and institutions have launched some initiatives aiming at contributing to the fight
against terrorism, ending up with multiple initiatives in the region, including the Multinational Joint
Task Force of the Lake Chad Basin Commission (MNJTF), the Nouakchott Process (AU), the Accra
Initiative, Operation Barkhane, the European Union Capacity Building Mission in Niger (EUCAP
Sahel Niger), the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), and G5
Sahel Joint Force until recently, besides ECOWAS own counter-terrorism initiatives. He proposed
to integrate the various initiatives presented over the years by different stakeholders into a regional
Plan of Action to facilitate coordination, promote ownership, and enhance inclusio
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I H.E. Mr. Martin Kimani
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I H.E. Mr. Omar Hilale

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations,
underscored that terrorism poses a global critical threat, particularly highlighting the challenges
faced in addressing terrorism in Africa with the influx of foreign terrorist fighters and the rise of
local militias due to insufficient security forces in some parts of the continent. He further noted
that a multiplicity of driving factors such as unemployment, desertification, and climate change
exacerbate the situation, as well as the diversity of initiatives and the lack of efficient coordination,
which lead to challenges in ownership and inclusion. Ambassador Hilale emphasized the need for
a political, economic, and social response, including by achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), underscored the importance of bilateral, regional, and multilateral cooperation in
the fight against terrorism, and outlined the need for: (i) enhancing coordination of counter-
terrorism efforts; (ii) implementing border management strategies; (iii) strengthening efforts to
identify terrorist financing sources; (iv) leveraging emerging technologies; (v) fostering
cooperation among counter-terrorism agencies; and (vi) adapting the collective experience of
African Member States to the current context of terrorist attacks. Furthermore, he also noted the
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of government and the increased use of mercenary forces and private military contractors in the
fight against terrorism. This has left local populations in the affected areas live in an environment
of absolute insecurity, fear, psychological trauma and often at the mercy of the terrorist and violent
extremist groups. He also expressed concern over the intricacies of the terrorist threat, noting that
terrorist groups continue to occupy and control some portions of national territories in a number
of affected Member States, where they tend to run their own criminal economies in conjunction
with transnational organized criminal networks. Mr. Lallali underscored that the transnational
nature of the threat commands priority attention and synergy in response generation efforts at all
levels, by the UN, AU, regional organizations and mechanisms, with the latter being better
positioned to articulate the international obligations into concrete local actions and programmes,
while ensuring complementarity with existing mechanisms and initiatives. In his view, this will
ensure greater impact, tailored assistance, local ownership and sustainable responses not only
against the threat, but most importantly in addressing its root causes and in aligning local counter-
terrorism efforts with the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063: The Africa
We Want. Finally, Mr. Lallali underscored that bilateral and multilateral cooperation in counter-
terrorism are no longer options, but a necessity, reiterating that the ACSRT and the AU look forward
to working with the UN on encouraging African Member States to develop comprehensive national
counter-terrorism strategies and support them in their effective implementation.

I Ms. Nadia Costantini

European Union Special Envoy for Counter-Terrorism / Head of Counter-Terrorism Division,
European External Action Service, Co-Chair of the Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF),
underlined the commitment to increase multilateral cooperation and strengthen regional counter-
terrorism efforts in Africa. She stressed the importance of an inclusive and African-led approach
to tackle terrorism and underscored the determination of African GCTF Members, including
Algeria, Egypt, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, and South Africa, in promoting a balanced approach to
countering terrorism. Ms. Constantini further emphasized the critical role of regional and sub-
regional organizations in addressing the terrorist threat, particularly the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD),
and underlined the importance of engaging local communities and practitioners. In this regard,
she noted that GCTF will set a precedent by establishing a first consultation with civil society
actors on the margins of its 23rd Coordinating Committee meeting, to be held during the week of
26 February 2024 in Nairobi, Kenya, aimed at exploring the vital role of communities, especially in
reintegration and rehabilitation of former terrorists and their engagement with local governments.




transparent approaches in counter-terrorism efforts; and the need to place strategic emphasis on
countering terrorist narratives and propaganda, particularly in East Africa. She concluded by
highlighting the important role played by the Global Coalition against Da'esh, including the
expertise brought by Kuwait in this domain as a new GCTF member, as well as the need for
strengthening strategic communication and collaboration.

I Ms. Fauziya Abdi Ali

Founder and President of Women in International Security ¥ Horn of Africa (WIIS HOA),
underscored the daunting challenge Africa faces in eradicating terrorism, emphasizing the
continent's increasing vulnerability to violence and complex situations. She underlined that with
numerous presidential and general elections scheduled across 19 countries, including Sahelian
nations, the outcomes will significantly influence governance trajectories and security threats.
Highlighting the conditions for sustainable democracies, Ms. Ali noted the presence of individuals
and groups challenging the foundations of open societies. In this regard, she stressed the integral
role of gender equity and equality in combating terrorism, asserting that wide inequality and
unaddressed gender-based violence create fertile ground for extremist ideologies. Moreover, she
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I Ms. Natalia Gherman

Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) and Executive Director, Counter-Terrorism Committee
Executive Directorate (CTED), noted that the concerning evolution of the terrorist threat in Africa,
as observed in the Sahel, the Gulf of Guinea, the Lake Chad Basin, the Great Lakes and the Horn of
Africa, illustrates the importance of ensuring that UN counter-terrorism and preventing and
countering violent extremism efforts are attuned to national and regional dynamics. ASG Gherman
recalled that CTED actively participates in the Counter-Terrorism Compact, serving as Chair and
Vice-Chair in various Working Groups, and stressed that in the development of the 2024—2026
Compact Joint Programme of Work, CTED continued to emphasize the need for Compact entities
to use CTED’s analysis and the Counter-Terrorism Committee’s recommendations in the design of
technical assistance and capacity-building efforts. She informed that in the last five years, CTED
conducted, on behalf of the Committee, visits to Benin, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sudan, Togo and Uganda, making
available to Compact entities with the consent of the Member State, the visit reports of Burkina
Faso, Cote d’lvoire, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, South Africa,
Togo, and Uganda, as well as 16 desk assessments of African States. Executive Director Gherman
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I Ms. llze Brands Kehris

Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR), underscored the significance of returning to the foundational principles outlined
in the UN Charter when devising solutions to advance peace, recalling that both in the preamble
and article 55, it is recognized that universal respect for human rights are preconditions for stability
and peace. ASG Kehris also highlighted the GCTS, which ensures the respect for human rights and
the rule of law as fundamental in the fight against terrorism, noting three starting points for
effective action: (i) strategic coordination to align diverse entities toward common goals,
particularly emphasizing the indispensable role of human rights in counter-terrorism efforts; (ii) a
renewed focus on conflict prevention and peace sustaining aimed at preventing resurgence of
violence and terrorism by examining root causes and promoting the rule of law and respect for
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I Ms. Amy E. Pope

Director General of the International Organization for Migration (I0OM) highlighted that the global
spread of violent extremism is one of the key factors contributing to the record levels of
displacement. She underscored the correlation between socio-economic situation and the
vulnerability of young people, particularly in Africa, where exclusion and marginalization make
them susceptible to exploitation by armed groups in regions such as the Lake Chad Basin,
Mozambique, Somalia, and the Sahel. Director General Pope stressed the importance of
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to insist on compliance with international and regional human rights standards in national and
regional counter-terrorism measures. He therefore called for vigilance to ensure UN technical
activities do not undermine human rights across various areas, including terrorism definition,
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I Ms. Ruvendrini Menikdiwela

Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), underscored UNHCR's awareness of the profound impact of conflict and
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research initiative focusing on Private military companies and their recent rise in places like the
Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Libya, and Mali.

Adoption of the 2024-2026 Joint Programme of Work (JPoW)

I Mr. Rafi Shah

Chief of the Policy, Knowledge Management, and Coordination Branch, United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), presented the Counter-
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