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Session I 

 

Overview of the counter-terrorism landscape in Africa 
 

 Mr. Justin Hustwitt 

Coordinator of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team (1267 Committee 

Monitoring Team), informed about the upcoming 33rd report of the Monitoring Team, noting with 

concern certain developments in Africa, notably in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, with 

violence spilling to Uganda, West Africa and the Sahel due to complex situations and the conflation 

of ethnic and regional disputes in these two areas. He further highlighted an increase in terrorist 

violence in West Africa and the Sahel, as well as an expansion of terrorism to coastal countries, 

particularly in Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, and Togo, and noted that military action in Mali could have 

implications for greater insecurity in the region, as also disturbing trends in Burkina Faso. As a 

possible immediate consequence, Mr. Hustwitt flagged a major extension of Da’esh in the Greater 

Sahara (ISGS), increased military pressure on capital cities, and concern that the group’s center of 

gravity may be shifting from Syria/Iraq to West Africa. On a more positive note, he underscored 

that much of the continent is not suffering from terrorism, with Mozambique being the best 

example in counter-
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counter-terrorism-related challenges that the continent is facing. She further emphasized the 

Working Group’s active role to ramp up engagement in Africa, including discussions on technical 

assistance to Nigeria and the wider region, and recalled the Working Group’s initiative on 

battlefield evidence, benefiting several African Member States. Ms. Fitzpatrick highlighted that the 

first phase of this initiative focused on the development of guidelines and battlefield evidence, 

while the second phase, led by UNODC, focuses on the delivery of technical assistance to West 

African countries and Mozambique. She reaffirmed the need to support African Member States to 

move away from securitized approaches to counter-terrorism and towards the development and 

implementation of whole-of-society and whole-of-government approaches to combat emerging 

threats more effectively. In conclusion, Ms. Fitzpatrick reiterated the Working Group’s 

commitment to continuing to contribute to the fight against terrorism. 

 
 

 Ms. Camille Scotto De César 

INTERPOL, Chair of the Counter-Terrorism Compact Working Group on Emerging Threats, and 

Critical Infrastructure Protection (ETCIP), underscored the mandate of the ETCIP Working Group 

to address emerging terrorist threats, including those related to the misuse of chemical, biological, 

radiological and nuclear (CBRN) materials and the protection of critical infrastructure. 

She stressed the increasing role of emerging technologies and their exploitation by terrorist 

actors, with Africa being targeted. In this regard, she mentioned some initiatives in support of 

African Members States, including the INTERPOL-UNOCT “CT TECH” Initiative, aimed at 

strengthening the capacities of law enforcement authorities to counter the exploitation of new and 

emerging technologies for terrorist purposes, and to leverage these technologies in the fight 

against terrorism in collaboration with 35 Partner States, of which 15 are from Africa. Ms. Scotto 
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 Ms. Jacqueline Seck 

Deputy Director, Western Africa Division, Departments of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs and 

Peace Operations (DPPA-DPO), underscored the rise in terrorism in West Africa and the Sahel, 

and recalled that 40% of the Liptako-Gourma region, located between Burkina Faso, Mali, and 

Niger, remained under the control of violent extremist groups and terrorists, aggravated by the 

withdrawal of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali 

(MINUSMA). She expressed concern over the continued activities of violent extremist groups and 

the advancing terrorist threat into coastal African states, and emphasized that Mali has become a 

stage for a confrontation between JNIM and Da’esh in the Greater Sahara, both vying for control 

of the territory, its population, and resources. Ms. Seck reaffirmed that the security situation in 

Niger has been marked by fluctuations over recent years, with a resurgence of terrorist attacks, 

particularly after the coup in July 2023, stressing that a coordinated international breakthrough is 

urgently needed. She also emphasized the need to support regional initiatives, highlighting the 

adoption of Security Council Resolution 2719 (2023) on the financing of African Union-led peace 

operations as an opportunity to support these efforts in a predictable way. Furthermore, Ms. Seck 

noted that the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has taken steps towards 

strengthening integration of the multiplicity of counter-terrorism initiatives in the sub-region to 

mitigate coordination challenges. In conclusion, she underlined that the United Nations Office for 

West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS) remains available to provide support to Member States and 

regional entities to advance counter-terrorism in West Africa.  
  



/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/joint_appeal_briefing_to_tenth_ct_compact_coordination_committee_final.pdf
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UN Joint Appeal for Counter-Terrorism in Africa, a new UN system-wide initiative launched in June 

2023. Ms. Niyazberdiyeva explained that the Joint Appeal brings together 16 Counter-Terrorism 

Compact entities supporting ten multi-partner initiatives, with the objective of steering a new 

generation of UN-system action for a more visible, transparent, and effective multilateral 

contribution to the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GCTS) in Africa. 

-

/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/anne-maria_seesmaa_cted_remarks_10th_meeting_ungctcc.pdf
/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/anne-maria_seesmaa_cted_remarks_10th_meeting_ungctcc.pdf
/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/anne-maria_seesmaa_cted_remarks_10th_meeting_ungctcc.pdf
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of the the non-binding guiding principles on “the threats posed by the use of unmanned aircraft 

systems (UAS) for terrorist purposes”, and to the UNOCT-led Programme on Autonomous and 

Remotely Operated Systems (AROS), and announced the initiation of a joint project to develop a 

guidance/manual for systematic risk management methodology, enabling African states to focus 

resources on terrorism-related vulnerabilities. Moreover, she noted that the Working Group will 

also prioritize human rights considerations, incorporating briefings by regional organizations like 

the African Union and its African Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism (ACSRT).  

 
 

 Mr. Rio Hada 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Chair of the 

Counter-Terrorism Compact Working Group on Protecting and Promoting Human Rights, the 

/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/un_global_compact_director_das_wco_speaking_notes_final_2.pdf
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Session III 

 

UN Counter-Terrorism Compact’s coordination with regional 
organizations, civil society, and the private sector in preventing and 
countering terrorism in Africa 
 

 Mr. Ahmed Seif El-Dawla 

CTED, Chair of the Counter-Terrorism Compact Working Group on National and Regional 

Counter-Terrorism Strategies (NARS), underscored the importance of comprehensive and 

integrated counter-terrorism strategies, emphasizing a whole-of-government and whole-of-society 

approach, human rights and gender mainstreaming, and meaningful consultation with 

stakeholders. Mr. El-Dawla highlighted efforts in different regions, including Africa, the Middle 

East, Europe, Southeast Europe, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, and lessons learned shared from the 

Council of Europe's regional counter-terrorism strategy, with plans to replicate engagements in 

Africa. He informed of potential cooperation on national counter-terrorism strategies with the 

African Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism (ACSRT), commended gender-

mainstreaming efforts throughout Counter-Terrorism Compact activities, and indicated plans to 

/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/presentation_by_cted_nars_chair_25_january_2024.pdf
/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/presentation_by_cted_nars_chair_25_january_2024.pdf
/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/vf_remarks_at_the_10th_meeting_of_the_un_ct_coordination_compact_committee.pdf


/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/ct_remarks_10th_un_global_compact_ct_meeting_25_jan_unaoc.pdf
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Updates from the Global Compact Secretariat 

 
 

 Ms. Elisabeth Neugebauer 

Team Leader, Counter-Terrorism Compact Team, UNOCT, provided a comprehensive update on 

the Counter-Terrorism Compact's achievements in 2023, 

/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/robin_geiss_unidir-10th_meeting_ungctcc.pdf

