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First Global Parliamentary Summit on Counter-Terrorism 
 

Parliamentarians at the forefront of terrorism prevention, peace-building and securing 
a better future for victims of terrorism  

 

Vienna, Austria, 9 September 2021.  

Legislators from around the world met in Vienna, Austria today for the First Global Parliamentary 

Summit on Counter-Terrorism.  

Co-organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the United Nations Office of Counter-

Terrorism (UNOCT), and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), this first summit 

was held within the scope of a trilateral Memorandum of Understanding signed between the three 

organizations in May 2019.  

The Summit comes at a critical time, particularly as the international community and global and 

national economies seek to recover from the devastating pandemic, which continues to impact 

global counter-terrorism responses.  

Opening the Summit, the Speaker of the National Council of the Republic of Austria, Mr. Wolfgang 

Sobotka, highlighted the crucial role parliamentarians play in the fight against terrorism and violent 

extremism. He said: “Terrorism and violent extremism pose threats not only to the security of 

countries and the values of democratic societies, but also to the freedom of citizens. These 

multidimensional challenges can only be met with strong bilateral and international cooperation 

between states.”  

IPU President, Mr. Duarte Pacheco, underlined the importance of robust parliamentary action to 

identify lasting solutions to address the rising threat of terrorism and violent extremism. He said: 

“As parliamentarians, our roles as representatives of the people make us the principal stakeholders 

in efforts of countering terrorism. Governments, due to their executive authorities and mandate, 

often have the upper hand in countering terrorism, as they are responsible for State security. 

Nonetheless, parliaments have the upper hand in prevention, which is far more effective than 

countering terrorism.”                            

UNODC Executive Director, Ms. Ghada Waly, emphasized the links between terrorism, organized 

crime and corruption, and the need for integrated responses. She said: “The legal frameworks that 

defend societies from terrorism must account for its perpetrators, collaborators and financiers, and 

support its victims. Through multilateral engagement, parliaments can develop such frameworks 

together. At UNODC, we are ready to work with you to establish a more ambitious, unified 

framework for legislative and technical assistance to parliaments on counter-terrorism.”  
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