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  Executive Summary 

 

 Under the leadership of Under-Secretary-General Vladimir Voronkov during the period 

from 1 January to 31 March 2019, UNCCT supported the implementation of the ongoing change 

management process and focused on streamlining its organizational structure, processes related 

to staffing, programme planning, implementation, monitoring, performance, and quality 

assurance and control.  The Center focused on implementing
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Youth Programme to ensure a sustained and strategic approach to youth engagement and to 

provide an interphase for UN-system wide collaboration on youth-focused initiatives to prevent 

 To develop new partnerships and better engage with civil society in a more structured 
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Pillar I: Addressing the Conditions Conducive to the Spread of Terrorism 

Part I: Overview of Programme Implementation  
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benefiting youth some of whom had never been abroad. In this regard, on 18-20 February, a 

Visual Arts group convened in Berlin hosted by Ifa-Galleries (Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen) 

and the Frei Universitat, while a Performing Arts group convened on 11-14 March in Bordeaux 

hosted by the Université Montaigne and the Théâtre National de Bordeaux en Aquitaine, to share 

their creations and research. In both cases, conferences and workshops were specifically 

designed for the Houdoud group while others were open to a wider audience including students, 

artists and researchers, reaching 40 participants. Together with the Spectacle pour Tous (SPT) 

association, work was carried out in this quarter on a new initiative on youth engagement to 

prevent all forms of dogmatisms and violence through arts and culture, which includes a monthly 

programme of shows, meetings, workshops, readings, debates and ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  

 In February, three (3) focus group sessions were conducted in Morocco on PVE through 

education and on ways to ensure that the education system contributes fully to the national 

strategy on PVE within the broader framework of Global Citizen Education. These were held 

within the framework of a study on PVE and violence in universities, which analyses PVE actors, 

policies, national priorities, strategies and actions, the education system, as well as risks that can 

lead to violent extremism. The final report of the study was completed and will be shared with 

the Ministry of Education. As part of the World Radio Day on 13 February, UNESCO organised a 

celebration with public, private and community media, where the main public broadcaster 

organised a debate on the importance of media in combatting hate speech and instilling a culture 

of peace and tolerance. UNESCO also teamed up with HIT Radio, the main youth oriented private 

radio station, to celebrate World Radio Day, focusing on the theme of peace and tolerance. Also 

in February, a roundtable was organised with community media during the International Book 

Fair of Casablanca to assess the importance of community media in changing negative narratives.  

 In Tunisia, the project worked on further developing the Massive Open Online Course 

όahh/ύ ΨwŀŘƛŎŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмт ōȅ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ 

the University of Manouba, the Virtual University of Tunis and UNESCO, which will be open for 

registration in June 2019 on the FUN Platform (France Université Numérique) that currently has 

3 million subscribers. The MOOC will therefore seek to target a larger audience of young people, 

students, teachers, trainers, Imams and religious authorities, and researchers in social and 

human sciences, and will be available in three languages and last seven weeks. The MOOC is 

intended to become a reference base for pedagogical and advocacy capsules for all actors 

involved in PVE efforts. In addition, a new initiative has been developed in this quarter with the 

youth-led organisation Edifices et Mémoire to foster ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

heritage of their own cities. Through this initiative, youth will be encouraged to share with their 

community their life experiences in light of their cultural heritage and diversity.  
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Pillar II: Preventing and Combatting Terrorism  

 

 Within the scope of the project ‘Towards Comprehensive Implementation of UN Global 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy in Central Asia’, UNCCT and the United Nations Regional Centre for 

Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia (UNRCCA) held extensive consultations with the Central 

Asian States to develop a comprehensive workplan for the implementation of the Joint Plan of 

Action. The workplan, pending with the Central Asian countries for endorsement, seeks to 

address regional capacity-building priorities as defined by Central Asian States, and includes 

tailored activities in the areas of 
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dimensions, including by ensuring the nomination of male and female trainees, incorporating 

gender perspectives in content and delivery, and by providing delivery of human rights training 

to frontline border officials. 
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Member States in Africa and South and South-East Asia to prevent cyber-attacks against critical 

infrastructure, mitigate the impact of potential attacks, and recover and restore targeted 

systems. 
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 UNCCT, through seed funding, continued to support six Global Compact Working Group 

projects in areas as diverse as national counter-terrorism strategies, critical infrastructure, and 

legal and criminal justice responses to terrorism. Through its WMD/CBRN Programme, UNCCT 

supported the newly established Global Compact Inter-Agency Working Group on Emerging 

Threats and Criticaƭ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ǎŜŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ‘Technology 

and Security: Enhancing Knowledge about Advances in Science and Technology to Combat 

WMD Terrorism’. This project will seek to enhance knowledge and awareness of scientific and 

technological advances relevant to WMD/CBRN terrorism through the preparation and 

dissemination of a research-based report. UNCCT has provided seed funding to UNICRI to 

implement project activities in close cooperation with the Group of Experts of the United Nations 

Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004), INTERPOL, the 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and the UN Office for 
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Pillar IV: Ensuring Human Rights and the Rule of Law    

 

 Under its project ‘Enhancing the Capacity of States to Adopt Human Rights Based 

Treatment of Child Returnees’ UNCCT continued to work on finalising a handbook summarising 

key international human rights, humanitarian and refugee law principles as related to the 

treatment of children affected by the foreign terrorist fighters phenomenon, including those that 

accompanied their parents or were born in conflict affected areas, to support Member States to 

take a child rights-based approach with regard to such children. The Centre held the final 

consultative meeting for the Middle East and North Africa in Amman on 31 January-1 February, 

during which participants shared their national experiences and challenges in dealing with 

children affected by the FTF phenomenon. Based on the outcomes of the regional meetings, the 

Centre continued to conduct legal research and draft relevant sections of the handbook in 

collaboration with relevant Global Compact entities, focusing on five areas: (1) key principles to 

protect the rights of children while adŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΤ όнύ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

considerations for children placed on watch lists; (3) nationality, statelessness; (4) detention with 

parents/guardians; and (5) separation from parents/guardians. Another chapter was added in 

the handbook on the issue of rehabilitation and reintegration based on the discussion in Amman. 

UNCCT undertook preparations for an expert meeting to be held on 11-12 April 2019 in New York 

with the participation of 
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 During the first quarter, UNCCT continued to implement its project on ‘Training and 

Capacity Building of Law Enforcement Officials on Human Rights, the Rule of Law and the 

Prevention of Terrorism’. UNCCT engaged with UN country teams in Mali, Nigeria, Cameroon, 

Iraq, Jordan and Tunisia to further develop and implement a Training of Trainers programme to 

ensure greater sustainability and impact. The Centre has worked on developing training materials 

for Mali, Nigeria, Cameroon, Tunisia and Jordan, and broadened the focus in Iraq to incorporate 

those police and security officials dealing with returning former terrorist fighters detained at 

LǊŀǉΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ   

 Within the framework of its global multi-year ‘Victims of Terrorism Support Programme’, 

UNCCT has wƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ΨDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ !ǎǎƛǎǘΣ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎ 

of Terrorism in Asia-tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩ όǘƘŜ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎύ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ 

society organisatio
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Mr. Tilchand Acharya, Chief, Peacekeeping Headquarters Audit Section; and Mr. David Nyskohus, 

Auditor-in-Charge. Mr. Nyskohus briefed the Advisory Board on the audit objective and scope, 

methodology, and summary observations and next steps.  

The Advisory Board experts expressed appreciation for the audit findings and the 12 

important recommendations issued by the OIOS in the areas of strategic planning and 

organisation, resource mobilisation and project management, and considered these useful to 

help improve the efficiency and transparency of the operations and work of UNCCT and to guide 

future discussions of the Advisory Board. They welcomed that the Centre accepted all of the 

recommendations issued by the OIOS and commenced work to ensure their implementation. 

Board members further commented and asked questions on specific audit recommendations, 

including as related to the review and update of the UNCCT 5-Year Programme and the 

development of an operational workplan to facilitate its implementation, sustainable resource 

mobilisation, the roles, responsibilities and training of project managers, and the review of the 

role and membership of the Advisory Board, which were subsequently addressed by the OIOS 

and the Office of the Under-Secretary-General. In the next quarter, UNCCT will continue to 

update the Advisory Board on its capacity-building programming and activities through additional 

meetings, including by holding the 18th Meeting of the Advisory Board at the Ambassadorial Level 

in New York.            

UNOCT Programme Review Board  

During the first quarter of 2019 (1 January to 31 March) the UNOCT Programme Review 

Board (PRB) held three meetings during which a total of 15 agenda items were considered.  The 

total value of activities recommended for approval amounted to $5,052,220.64.  Programmes or 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tw.Ωǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŀrter included the 

άtǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻƴ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƻŦ aŀǎǎ 5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴκ/ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭΣ 

.ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ wŀŘƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ framework 

entitled  ά{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ .ƻǊŘŜǊ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Counter 

ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ Cƭƻǿ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ CƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ όC¢CǎύΣέ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 

aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ .ǳƛƭŘ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άWƻƛƴǘ Lt¦-UNODC-

UNOCT Initiative: The Role of Parliaments in Addressing Terrorism and Violent 

9ȄǘǊŜƳƛǎƳΦέ  During this period the PRB also recommended approval for revisions to existing 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ±ƛƻƭŜƴǘ 9ȄǘǊŜƳƛǎƳ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 

ά¸ƻǳǘƘ 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǎƛŎ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ DǳƛŘŜ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ hI/IwΣέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
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Monitoring and Evaluation  

UNOCT continued to work on improving internal capacity to undertake effective 

monitoring and evaluation.  Following the finalisation of the M&E training programme, a plan 

was developed to deliver M&E training to UNOCT staff that was suitable and could accommodate 

different time frames, schedules and availability of officers.  

In addition, a monitoring and evaluation framework was developed and presented to the 

UNOCT Programme Review Board. The M&E framework provides detailed key M&E 

requirements for each indicator and risk of the project and will be developed as an accompanying 

document to be presented to the PRB.  

During the reporting period, consultations were held on the development of the 

Evaluation Policy for the Office. Consultations on the evaluability criteria, a key component to 

qualify projects to undergo an evaluation, was finalised. 

 

  



 
 
 

25    UNCCT Progress Report, 1 January ς 31 March 2019, Year IV of the 5-Year Programme 

 

Part IV: Financial Overview    

 

Resource Mobilisation  

UNCCT continued to actively engage with donors to mobilize extra- budgetary funding to 
support the implementation of its programmatic activities outlined in the UNOCT mandate and 
the UNCCT 5-Year Programme. Efforts continue to be made to consolidate small-scale projects into 
multi-year programmes to ensure sustainability of impact and efficient use of resources. 

In February, UNOCT launched the consolidated UNOCT Multi-Year Appeal in close 
Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƳǇŀŎǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀƴ ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ¦bέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
mobilization for counter-terrorism for the first time. It included 60 global, regional and national 
projects from 10 Global Compact entities, out of which, 10 projects were for UNCCT. 

The European Union deposited to the Trust Fund for Counter-Terrorism the first tranche 
of US$434,494 
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