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Inclusion and Participation as Democracy’s Foundations:
UNDEF event marks the International Day of Democracy

The UN Democracy Fund joined forces with 
International IDEA and the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
on 16 September 2019 to mark the International Day 
of Democracy with an event at UN Headquarters 
focused on participation and inclusion. The observance 
addressed the upheavals that have taken place since the 
United Nations first observed the International Day of 
Democracy on 15 September 2008, as well as the crucial 
relationship between democratic participation and the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

UN Secretary-General António Guterres said in a 
video message to the event that democracy “is built on 
inclusion, equal treatment and participation — and it 
is a fundamental building block for peace, sustainable 
development and human rights”. Yet this “International 
Day of Democracy takes place at a time when trust is 
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A panel discussion with experts, parliamentarians 
and activists was moderated by Massimo Tommasoli, 
International IDEA’s Permanent Observer to the UN. He 
echoed the view that as democracy was an increasingly 
contested concept, it was all the more urgent to advance 
inclusion and participation through improved democratic 
processes and institutions.

Armend Bekaj, Senior Programme Officer for 
International IDEA, said the findings of International 
IDEA’s Global State of Democracy indices indicated 
that public access to information and protection of 
fundamental freedoms were under threat across all 
regions; that progress on Goal 16 was either in stagnation 
or in decline, especially in North America and Europe, 
both of which initially had a high score. View Armend 
Bekaj’s presentation here.

Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, one of the youngest Members 
of Canada’s House of Commons, pointed to a rise of 
populism as a result of many feeling left out of economic 
progress and partisanship of elected officials. The way 
forward lay partly in educating people in how democracy 
works for them rather than the other way around, and 
encouraging young people to engage. “Not taking part in 
the world doesn’t mean that it is going to stop happening, 
but that it would still happen without our say in it,” he 
stressed.

Luisa Córdoba, Senior Director, Strategic Partnerships, 
for TECHO, said that as a Latin American regional 
organization, TECHO worked in urban settlements and 
slums with a mission for “fair society and inclusive cities 
that are free of poverty, where every person can exercise 
their duties, claim their rights, and seek opportunities 
to develop their capacities.” She added that “UNDEF 
provided TECHO with support for a program to create a 
space for democratic community-level participation for 
slum dwellers in Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador, and 
Peru. And we are grateful for their commitment because 
we know that as inequality continues to rise, people 
living in slums will face stauncher social, political, and 

economic exclusion. Thanks to UNDEF´s key support, 
today we run similar participation for across 60 cities in 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 

Strengthening Youth Engagement in Bosnia and Herzegovina

UNDEF partner Medijske Inicijative/Media Initiative 
wrapped up its project “Strengthening Youth Activism on 
Anti-corruption in Bosnia and Herzegovina” in February 
2019. The two-year project worked with youth to raise 
awareness on issues of corruption and teach them advocacy 
skills to enable their participation in anti-corruption 
initiatives. 

Corruption remains one of the key challenges to rule of law 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The Anti-corruption Strategy, 
adopted by the Council of Ministers, has noted the need to 
raise public awareness, and promote citizen participation in 
the fight against corruption. This is particularly important 
for the young generations who receive little education on 
anti-corruption and its effects. The Council identified a
specific need to encourage ethical behavior in children and 
young people through support of extracurricular projects of 
the civic sector. 

http://www.medijskeinicijative.ba
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 

Promoting citizen’s participation in Zimbabwe’s democracy

Strengthening community policing in Kenya
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On 11-12 July, The Centre for Applied Legal Research, an 
UNDEF grantee, held its first milestone event, a two-day 
training workshop on constitutional reporting for media 
in Zimbabwe. Thirty-nine journalists (25 men and 14 
women) participated in the training which focused on 
building skill sets to better report on constitutional issues 
and to promote public dialogue around these issues to 
create an open and transparent society. The workshop is 
one of the efforts under the project, “Promoting Citizen 

Participation in Constitutional Discourse in Zimbabwe” 
which is working to address the challenges that the 
country is facing to fully implement key measures of its 
2013 Constitution and in upholding the rule of law and 
increasing participation in democratic processes.

Training sessions in the workshop covered a range of 
topics designed to help journalists build their ability 
to identify, interpret and flag constitutional and 
rule of law issues in a partisan and timely manner. 
Interactive sessions included: constitutional principles, 
interpretation of the Declaration of Rights, structure of 
the state and government, independent commissions, 
the law-making process, devolution and public 
administration and the constitution. The training was 
well received by participants, many of whom publicized 
its value on their social media. Media house Sky 
Metro FM and MISAZimbabwe further highlighted 
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