
Europe
16%

 UNDEF Update  –  No.  22, August 2014

 
The United Nations Democracy Fund
1 United Nations Plaza, Room DC1-1300
New York, NY 10017, USA

Tel:	 +1 212 963 3399
Fax:	 +1 212 963 1486

An innovation at the heart of the United Nations

INSIDE UNDEF

Inclusion in the short list is a significant 
achievement. But it does not in itself mean 
that the project proposal will be approved 
for funding. Applicants are now required 
to complete the final stage of the selection 
process -- negotiating a Project Document 
with UNDEF, which is in effect a contract 
between the grantor and the grantee. Only 
on the satisfactory conclusion of a project 
document, and its approval by the United 
Nations Controller, will the proposed 
project be formally approved for funds 
disbursement. 

Given the number of proposals, it is not 
possible for UNDEF to contact unsuccessful 
applicants individually. If applicants have not 
yet received an email from UNDEF, they can 
assume that their proposals are not on the 
final short list. 

The next window for project proposals 
is expected to open in mid-November. 
We encourage future applicants to start 
preparing now by going to the UNDEF
website and reading project proposal 
guidelines, lessons learned for applicants, 
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An UNDEF-funded project works for alternatives 
to prison sentencing in Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia.  The goal is to promote the effective 
use of non-custodial and early release measures 
to challenge the overuse of imprisonment, 
help decrease the prison population and build 
proportionate responses to crime. The project 
works to help develop a probation system in 
Armenia and  Azerbaijan -- currently completely 
lacking in both countries -- while supporting 
community service and early release through 
parole. Special focus is given to women and 
juvenile offenders. UNDEF Executive Head a. i. 
Annika Savill visited inmates in cells at Armenia’s 
high-security and overcrowded Nubarashen 
prison, and met with prison officials as well as 
with the Armenian Civil Society Institute, which is 
partnering with Penal Reform International South 
Caucasus to implement the project. 
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 For alternatives to prison 
in the South Caucasus

An UNDEF-funded project in Costa Rica works to promote leadership and citizenship skills among 
disadvantaged youth. In March 2014, the project held a train-the-trainers camp for 50 adolescents, 
with skills to be implemented as part of a cascading process in their communities. Sessions focused on 
teamwork, gender, democracy, participation mechanisms and assertive communication. The participants 
will soon take charge of the cascading process in cooperation with organizations working in the cantons 
of Desamparados, Curridabat, and La Unión. The project is implemented by the Paniamor Foundation.

Cascading skills among youth in Costa Rica
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An UNDEF-financed Nepal project works to increase 
women’s  participation at the most basic level of local 
governance, through Ward Citizen Forums. It educates 
women in democratic rights and gender-responsive 
budgeting, making them more vocal in their demands in 
the decision-making process. The project uses a range of 
awareness-building tools such as street theatre, public 
service announcements and television documentaries. 
Recent street theatre events were held in Sunsari and 
Dhankuta Districts. The project is implemented  by Media 
Initiative for Rights, Equity and Social Transformation 
processes.

Giving new voice to women in Nepal

An UNDEF-funded project works in Indonesia’s Aceh 
province to improve the capacity of local indigenous 
communities to develop, advocate and institute an 
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In the course of 18 months, over  3,000 women were 
trained by 28 UNDEF-funded Ammachi Labs’ Women 
Empowerment Centres across Kerala and Tamil Nadu. In 
the process, they set up 30 self-help groups, seven small 
businesses, and earned a collective income of more than 
one million rupees within three months of completing 
the course.  The project capstone event was covered by 
The New India Express and Amritapuri.org

WORTH READING: UNDEF in the media
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UNDEF-funded, award-winning local newspaper empowers rural women 
in India

UNDEF-funded Khabar Lahariya  is an award-winning rural weekly newspaper published in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in local languages and run by a collective of 40 
rural women journalists, In May, it won Deutsche Welle’s Global Media Forum Award. “The newspaper is a shining example that a functioning democracy is 
dependent on access to information for all people,” said the jury. Rising Voices   spoke with Khabar Lahariya’s editorial coordinator to find out how it works.,

Computerized vocational training for Indian women 
is ‘a model for the world’ 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/AMMACHI-Labs-WE-Project-Fete-a-Success/2014/05/04/article2204763.ece
http://www.amritapuri.org/17631/14we.aum
http://rising.globalvoicesonline.org/blog/2014/06/25/khabar-lahariya-india-women-rural/  


http://www.ccd21.org/activities/education/pilot_projects/Ghana_NDEAP.pdf
http://www.ccd21.org/activities/education/pilot_projects/Ghana_NDEAP.pdf
http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2014/06/132507/morocco-tunisia-libya-organize-a-regional-workshop-on-public-policy
http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2014/06/132507/morocco-tunisia-libya-organize-a-regional-workshop-on-public-policy
http://www.maroc.ma/fr/actualites/mme-marouane-plaide-pour-le-renforcement-de-la-synergie-entre-letat-et-la-societe-civile

