
Dear friends of the UN Democracy Fund,
Welcome to UNDEF Update No.1. This quarterly electronic newslet-
ter responds to the strong global interest in the UN Democracy Fund. 
With one million hits on our website in November 2008 and more 
than 2,100 project applications in December, we clearly need to meet 
a demand for more information about our work in supporting civil 
society efforts for democracy around the world.

UNDEF is a trust fund of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who 
takes a close interest in its work and participates actively in its de-

liberations. In a recent keynote 
address, he recalled that “the Re-
public of Korea underwent a long 
and difficult political transition. 
It was the will of the people... 
with full and strong support from 
the international community. 
With our transition to a pluralist 
State came greater transparency 
and accountability, a more effec-
tive government machinery, and 
a thriving business sector able 
to compete with the rest of the 
world. I will forever be grateful to 

the international community and the United Nations for their sup-
port in helping to make it happen. Today, as Secretary-General, I am 
determined to ensure that the UN works globally, wherever we can, 
to help people and nations everywhere build and strengthen demo-
cratic systems.” 
UNDEF strives to 
make the Secre-
tary-General’s vi-
sion a reality by 
investing in civil 
society efforts 
that strengthen the foundations of democracy from within. In this 
way, UNDEF plays a novel and distinct role in complementing the 
UN’s work with Governments to strengthen democratic governance 
around the world.
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The Secretary-General has announced the 2009 com-
position of his Advisory Board -- the body which 
gives him policy guidance on the development of 
programme frameworks and funding guidelines, and 
recommends funding proposals for his approval.

The 2009 Board members in-
clude the Governments of the 
current seven largest UNDEF 
donors -- the United States, 
India, Japan, Qatar, Austra-
lia, Germany and France, as 
well as six other States from 
different regions, chosen for 
their proven commitment to 
democracy: Botswana, Leba-
non, Mongolia, Panama, Slo-
venia as well as Trinidad and 
Tobago, representing Small Is-
land States. It also comprises 
four personal representatives 
of the Secretary-General: Pro-
fessor Michael Doyle of Co-
lumbia University, who stays 
on as Chair of the Board; Dr. 
Ashraf Ghani, former Finance 
Minister of Afghanistan, co-
author of Fixing Failed States, 
and Chairman of the Institute 
for State Effectiveness; Ms. 
Sanam Anderlini, an Iranian-
born UK citizen affiliated with 
the MIT Center for Interna-
tional Studies, former director 
of the Women Waging Peace 
Policy Commission, author of 
Women Building Peace, and 
one of the drafters behind 
Security Council resolution 

1325; and Mr. Amir Dossal, Executive Director of 
the UN Office for Partnerships, who serves in an ex 
officio capacity.

As civil society forms the overwhelmingly dominant 
client base of UNDEF, the Board also includes two 
civil society organizations chosen for their expertise 
beyond a single country: the Asia Society, which 
works to promote understanding of the people, 
leaders, and institutions of 
Asia; and Femmes Africa 
Solidarité, a women’s non-
governmental organization 
working to strengthen the 
role of women in the conflict 
prevention, management and 
resolution in Africa. 
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Practitioner profile
UNDEF is delighted that Professor 
Michael Doyle has accepted to stay 
on as Chair of its Advisory Board 
for 2009. Doyle is the Harold Brown 
Professor at Columbia University in 
the School of International and Pub-
lic Affairs, Columbia Law School 
and the Department of Political Sci-
ence.  He is also a former UN Assis-
tant Secretary-General and Special 
Adviser to then Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, with responsibility for 
strategic planning, and a former 
vice-president and senior fellow of 
the International Peace Institute. 
One of the conclusions of Doyle’s 
work, known to some as “Doyle’s 
law”, contends that liberal democra-
cies are less likely to war with each 
other.

At the recent World Economic Fo-
rum’s Global Governance Agenda 
Council in Dubai, 7-9 November 
2008, Professor Doyle presented a 
paper on democratic liberalization. 
In it, he noted the many positive 
effects democracy can have on a 

State’s foreign and domestic poli-
cies.  But he cautioned that democ-
racy is far from a cure-all for world 
conflict, that it is unlikely to be 
successfully imposed from abroad, 
and that global governance needs to 
operate much more inclusively than 
is envisaged by the proposal for a 
“League of Democracies”.

INSIDE UNDEF

UNDEF marks first 
International Day of Democracy

	 Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
gave the keynote address at UNDEF’s 
event on the first International 
Day of Democracy, 15 September 
2008. Other speakers included 
Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert 
and  Ambassador Yukio Takasu, 

http://www.un.org/democracyfund/Docs/MichaelDoyle_paperNov.pdf
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/X20080915.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/X20080915.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/X20080915.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/X20080915.htm
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http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsIraq_ConcordiaProject.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsIraq_ConcordiaProject.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsIraq_ConcordiaProject.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsDemocraticPracticesPakistan.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsDemocraticPracticesPakistan.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsDemocraticPracticesPakistan.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsDemocraticPracticesPakistan.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsDemocraticPracticesPakistan.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/Docs/080915Saleh.mov
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsNepal.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsNepal.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsNepal.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsEqualAccess.htm 
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsHumanRights_Afghanistan.htm 
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsHumanRights_Afghanistan.htm 
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsHumanRights_Afghanistan.htm 
http://www.equalaccess.org/media/AF-HumanRightsContextIslam-480x360.mpg
http://www.equalaccess.org/media/AF-HumanRightsContextIslam-480x360.mpg


http://idh-benin.org
http://idh-benin.org
http://idh-benin.org
http://idh-benin.org
http://idh-benin.org
http://idh-benin.org
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsSomalia.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsSomalia.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsSomalia.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsSomalia.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsPeru.htm 
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsPeru.htm 
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsUpdateHaiti.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsUpdateHaiti.htm
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/XNewsUpdateHaiti.htm
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Bipartisan advice for new 
US Administration
“New Directions for Democracy Promotion”, a recent paper pub-
lished by the respective heads of the National Democratic Institute and 
the International Republican Institute, Ken Wollack and Lorne Craner, 
recommends action for the new US Administration. 	

The paper’s first joint recommendation for the new Administration 
contains an early and welcome indication of bipartisan United States 
support for UNDEF:

WORTH READING

“Re-energizing U.S. alliances 

http://www.ndi.org/files/2344_newdirections_engpdf_07242008.pdf
http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=125
http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=125
http://www.ipu.org/news-e/wop/31/9.htm
http://www.ipu.org/news-e/wop/31/9.htm
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