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�rst vetted by a team of six independent 
international assessors, combining some 
60 years of programme and project 
experience. Each proposal was scored 
against 10 set criteria:  promotes the 
objectives of UNDEF; draws on the 
United Nations comparative advantage; 
will have a signi�cant impact; will 
encourage inclusiveness; will enhance 
gender equality; has strong prospects 
for successful implementation; has a 
strong track record; is technically sound in 
conception and presentation; represents 
good value for money; has strong 
prospects of sustainability beyond the 
project duration.

To narrow down the list further, comments 
were sought by Experts of the UNDEF 
Advisory Board, UN Resident Coordinators, 
and the UNDEF Programme Consultative 
Group:  the Department of Political 
A�airs, the Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations, the O�ce of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, the 
Peacebuilding Support O�ce, the UN 
Development Programme, the UN O�ce 
on Drugs and Crime and UN Women. 

Analysis of project selection, page 2

The UN Secretary-General has approved 
a short list of 72 project proposals 
for UNDEF’s Sixth Round of Funding, 
following recommendations by the United 
Nations Democracy Fund Advisory Board. 
Competition for this year’s short list was 
sti�, with almost 3,000 project proposals 
received. UNDEF congratulates all those 
short-listed, and thanks all who applied.

Inclusion in the short list is a signi�cant 
achievement. But it does not in itself mean 
that the project proposal will be approved 
for funding. Applicants are now required 
to complete the �nal stage of the selection 
process -- negotiating a Project Document 
with UNDEF, which is in e�ect a contract 
between the grantor and the grantee. Only 
on the satisfactory conclusion of a project 
document, and its approval by the United 
Nations Controller, will the proposed 
project be formally approved for funds 
disbursement. 

Given the number of applications, it is not 
possible for UNDEF to contact unsuccessful 
applicants individually. If applicants have 
not yet received an email from UNDEF, they 
can assume that their proposals are not on 
the �nal short list. 

The next window for project proposals 
is expected to open in mid-November. 
We encourage future applicants to start 

http://www.un.org/en/events/democracyday/events.shtml
http://www.ccd21.org/activities/education/undef_grant.html
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/?nid=6276
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 Empowering
civil society leaders 

 in    Laos

/ƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ǀŝƐŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�dŚĂŝůĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞĞƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
ĚŽŶŽƌƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ƐĞĐƚŽƌ͕ �ƐŽ�ĂƐ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ĚŽŶŽƌ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�
<ĞŶĂŶ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ��ƐŝĂ͘�hE��&��ĞƉƵƚǇ��ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�,ĞĂĚ�
DŝŬŝŬŽ�^ĂǁĂŶŝƐŚŝ�;ƚŚŝƌĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƌŝŐŚƚͿ�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŝŶ�
:ƵůǇ�ϮϬϭϮ͘

hE��&�ĮŶĂŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ�
ŝŶ�>ĂŽƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŵƉŽǁĞƌ�Đŝǀŝů�
ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵůůǇ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ Ɛ͛�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ŐŽŽĚ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶĂŶĐĞ͘�dŚĞ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�
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 I draw, 
therefore I am 

“Draw Me Democracy” is a global project funded by UNDEF to enable 
young artists, designers and communication professionals to take an 
active role in debates on democracy and human rights. It focuses on 
raising awareness among young designers and artists, and using their 
creativity in advancing democracy, promoting social networking, building 
north-south and south-south bridges.

During the �rst half of 2012, the project held workshops free of charge in  
Bolivia, Botswana, Colombia, Ecuador, Greece, Ghana, India, Kenya, 
Mexico, Pakistan, Tunisia and Ukraine, covered design, social 
communication and advocacy.  The initiative is implemented by Poster for 
Tomorrow.

  Promoting indigenous    
people’s participation in Kamchatka

UNDEF Deputy Head Annika Savill 
visited a project in Kamchatka 
Territory, Russian Federation, in 
May 2012  to support democratic 
participation of indigenous 
peoples. The visit included a round 
table with representatives of local 
government and the private sector 
to promote best practices of 
cooperation between indigenous 
communities and business. The 
project, implemented by the 
Centre for Support of Indigenous 
Peoples of the North,aims to create 
better-functioning legal 
relationships between indigenous 

peoples, business and the state 
through the elaboration of draft 
legislation, a code of conduct and 
a manual, while informing 
indigenous peoples of their civic 
rights and guiding them through 
the process of democratic 
decision-making. With vast natural 
resources and a thriving extractive 
industry, Russia’s northern regions 
are also home to vast numbers of 
indigenous peoples striving to 
maintain their livelihoods and 
traditional way of life.
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The Council on Foreign Relations recommends in “Options for Strengthening the 
Global Human Rights Regime: Nongovernmental and civil society organizations 
committed to liberal values must be further empowered as agents to implement human 
rights. Many leading liberal powers -- Mexico, Japan, and India -- do not fully embrace 
and trust NGOs as partners to governments. The United States should encourage 
other leading liberal powers to fund and rely on NGOs as partners where applicable, 
both within their own territory and internationally. The United States should also help 
IGOs find inventive ways to sidestep member state politics to empower NGOs. A 
model to scale up and replicate is the UN Democracy Fund, which funds 
responsible and reliable civil society organizations to advance a wide 
array of political, civil, economic, and women’s rights.”

‘Scale up UNDEF model in strengthening 
global human rights’

Nigeria’s Minister for 
Women addresses 
UNDEF-funded conference 

Nigeria’s Minister for Women and Social Development, Hajiya Zainab Maina, spoke at the UNDEF-funded 
2012 Inter-Generational Dialogue on Women in Nigeria, calling for strategies that would politically empower 
women and establish a framework for gender responsiveness in all public and private sector policies and 
programmes. She said that so far, women’s participation in politics and decision-making had been dismal 
because of a number of factors undermining their role.

The European think tank 

http://www.cfr.org/human-rights/global-human-rights-regime/p27450#p5
http://www.cfr.org/human-rights/global-human-rights-regime/p27450#p5
http://www.un.org/democracyfund/
http://www.thenationonlineng.net/2011/feed/politics/53026-nigerian-women-and-democratic-process.txt
file:T:\UNDEF%20Update\UU15\Worh%20Reading%20FRIDE.pdf
http://www.defendingcivilsociety.org

