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Paragraph 1 of Article 29 of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery 
Resources in the South Pacific Ocean provides that:  

“The Commission shall publish an annual report, which shall include details of decisions taken by the 
Commission to achieve the objective of this Convention. The report shall also provide information on 
actions taken by the Commission in response to any recommendations from the General Assembly of the 
Taipei, United States of America, and the Republic of Vanuatu.

 

In addition, four countries held the status of Cooperating Non -Contracting Parties (CNCPs): Belize, Country of 
Curaçao, Republic of Liberia , and the Republic of Panama . 

2. Outcomes from the 2022 Commission Meeting 
The 10th Meeting of the Commission (COMM10) of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation was held remotely from 24 to 28 January 2022. 

Over 225 participants (from 15 SPRFMO Members, 3 CNCPs, 2 Observer States, 6 IGOs, 8 NGOs along with 
invited experts) attended the meeting. The Commission reviewed and accepted recommendations made by 
the preceding meetings of its subsidiary bodies, including the 9th Scientific Committee (SC9), the 9th 
Compliance and Technical Committee (CTC9) and the 9th Finance and Administration Committee (FAC9). 

During the Commission meeting, 13 proposals were discussed and as a result, 8 Conservation and 
Management Measures (CMMs) were amended, 1 new CMM was adopted and 2 cooperation arrangements 
with other regional organisations were renewed. One CMM decision was taken by vote with all other decisions 
being taken by consensus.  

2.1. Subsidiary Bodies and associated decisions 

The Commission has three active subsidiary bodies that report, advise and make recommendations to the 
Commission and contribute to regular reviews of the effectiveness of conservation and management 
measures adopted by the Commission. These subsidiary bodies include the Scientific Committee, Compliance 
and Technical Committee, and the Finance and Administration Committee.  

The 9th meeting of the Scientific Committee was held from 27 September to 2 October 2021, with the 9th 
meetings of the Compliance and Technical Committee and the Finance and Administration Committee held 
immediately prior to the Commission meeting from 18 January to 22 January 2022. All the meetings of the 
Commission and its subsidiary bodies were convened virtually due to the continued disruptions to 
international travels caused by the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The report of the 9th Scientific Committee1 was presented to COMM10, and the SC Chairperson reviewed 
progress against the 2021 SC multi-annual workplan, summarised the SC9 recommendations for the 
Commission, and introduced a proposed 2022 SC multi-annual workplan. The SC Chairperson noted that due 
to the COVID‐19 pandemic an in‐person meeting was not possible and so SC9 was held remotely consisting of 
two 3-hour sessions per day. Similarly, the 3 SC workshops and 13 SC web meetings that were held 
intersessionally prior to SC9 were all held remotely.  

The Commission accepted and endorsed the SC9 Report, and the Commission commended the Chairperson 
of the SC, the Vice‐Chairperson of the SC, and Members of the SC for their excellent work. The Commission 
also amended and adopted a new SC multi

http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2021-SC9/Report/SC9-Report-Final.pdf
http://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2021-SC9/Report/SC9-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2022-Annual-Meeting/04-Meeting-Reports/FAC9-Report/FAC9-Report-Final-withAnnexes.pdf
https://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2022-Annual-Meeting/04-Meeting-Reports/CTC9-Report/CTC9-Report-final-withAnnexes.pdf


https://www.sprfmo.int/assets/Basic-Documents/Rules-of-Procedure-31Mar20.pdf


http://www.sprfmo.int/
https://www.sprfmo.int/assets/2022-Annual-Meeting/04-Meeting-Reports/COMM10-Report/COMM10-Report-Final-NoAnnexes.pdf
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Paragraph 119d 

The objective of CMM 03a-2021 (Deepwater species) is, “through the application of the precautionary 
approach and an ecosystem approach to fisheries management, to ensure the long-
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Paragraph 129d 

In addition to SPRFMOs annual cycle of assessment of Member compliance, CMM 03-2022 (Bottom Fishing) 
establishes mechanisms 
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Paragraph 183 

Since 2019, the SPRFMO SC has reviewed exploratory assessments for lobster, deepwater crab and toothfish, 
stock assessments for orange roughy (4 stocks), and ecological risk assessments for deepwater 
chondrichthyans and other teleosts caught in SPRFMO bottom fisheries. The resulting SC recommendations 
have been considered by the SPRFMO Commission and used to update the relevant CMMs (including by the 
adoption of science based TACs).   

Paragraph 184 

Concerned about the impact of Abandoned, Lost or Otherwise Discarded Fishing Gear (ALDFG) and plastic 
residues in the ocean greatly affecting marine life and the need to facilitate the retrieval of such gear, in 2019 
SPRFMO adopted a CMM on Fishing Gear and Marine Plastic Pollution in the SPRFMO Convention Area. 

Paragraph 185 

In 2019 the SPRFMO SC discussed the FAO report on “Deep-ocean climate change impacts on habitat, fish and 
fisheries”. As a result, the SC added an ongoing task into its multi-annual workplan to identify key area and 
management implications of climate change on VMEs and main fisheries in the SPRFMO Area. In addition, 
during 2023 there are plans to conduct research into climate change impacts of fisheries in Salas y Gomez and 
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4. SPRFMO meetings and working group activities during the previous year 
 

Activity Format Date(s) 

8th Meeting of the Compliance and Technical 
Committee (CTC8) 3 days, virtual Between 21 January and 1 

February 2021 
8th Meeting of the Finance and Administration 
Committee (FAC8) 2 days, virtual 22 and 28 January 2021 

9th Meeting of the SPRFMO Commission 
(COMM9)  7 days, virtual 26 January to 3 February 2021 

Habitat monitoring working group 1 day, virtual 25 May 2021 

Scientific Committee web meeting 1 day, virtual 26 May 2021 

Scientific Committee web meeting  1 day, virtual 30 June 2021 

Squid working group  1 day, virtual 14 July 2021 

Habitat monitoring working group  1 day, virtual 15 July 2021 

Scientific Committee web meeting  1 day, virtual 28 July 2021 
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