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commercial and industrial stakes, many of these situated close to mean sea level. This 
intensification of coastal uses is at the origin of many impacts that alter the invaluable capital that 
is the Mediterranean, leading to increased fragmentation of landscapes and disrupting ecological 
continuity. It also makes coastal zones highly vulnerable to sea-level rise, storm-surges, flooding 
and erosion.  

Mediterranean coastal environments (soft sediment coasts, muddy environments, rocky and soft 
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Strengthening the Science-Policy Interface at the regional and sub-regional level is also important; 
the Mediterranean Workshop in the framework of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development 2021-2030 (Venice, Italy, 21 - 23 January 2020) aims to provide a 
substantive contribution to strengthening the Science Policy Interface in the Mediterranean and to 
support development and uptake of policy-oriented research. 

Mediterranean islands. While the issues of sustainable management of resources, limitation of 
destruction of natural habitats, control of invasive alien species and mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change are not specific to islands, they are particularly exacerbated in these isolated 
territories where resources are scarce, space limited and technologies restricted. Islands should 
not be reduced to vulnerable territories, as they represent resilience laboratories for innovation for 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. The networking among these territories 


