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Dear Mr. Mathias,

Reference is made to your letter inviting the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
to provide input to the report of the Secretary-General on Oceans and the Law of the Sea, which will be
submitted to the United Nations General Assembly for consideration at its seventy-third session.

Appended herewith is the contribution of the Secretariat containing information on developments
and activities under the Convention on sincerely,
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Annex. Information on developments and activities under the Convention on Biological Diversity

relevant to theme of “sea-level rise and its impacts”

Executive Summary

This note summarizes the work under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) relevant to

the theme of sea-level rise and its impacts. There are many interlinkages among issues with respect to

climate change and biodiversity and, as such, issues related to climate change cut across nearly all aspects

of work under the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention has taken numerous decisions to address

biodiversity and climate change, including decision 14/5 in 2018, in which it adopted voluntary guidelines

for the design and effective implementation of ecosystem-based approaches to climate change adaptation

and disaster risk reduction. The COP has also requested the Secretariat to undertake a review of recent

findings on climate change, including work under the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),

and report on potential implications of these findings for the work of the Convention.

Pursuant to various COP decisions, the Secretariat, with the help of experts and partner

organizations has produced a number of studies and reports relating to climate change, which focus on

improving understanding and sharing of knowledge and best practices on mitigating the impacts of climate

change on biodiversity

Work under the Convention has also focused on undertaking ecosystem-based adaptation measures

and the reduction and elimination of local stressors in order to enhance the resilience of coral reefs and

closely associated ecosystems to major global changes. This work is encapsulated by the Priority Actions

to Achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 10 for Coral Reefs and Closely Associated Ecosystems, which were

adopted by the COP in 2014.

Work under the Convention to facilitate the description of ecologically or biologically significant

marine areas (EBSAs) provides a key source of information to understand the ecological and biological

significance of the most special places of the ocean, and to appropriately plan and implement measures to

mitigate the impacts of sea-level rise.

The Secretariat also coordinates capacity building activities through the Sustainable Ocean

Initiative (SOT), including regional and national capacity-building workshops, training of trainers, and the

SOT Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies. Such activities focus

on building capacities for cross-sectoral conservation and sustainable use, thereby supporting developing

country Parties in strengthening the resilience of the marine and coastal areas to the impacts of sea-level

rise.
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addressing the issue of climate change and biodiversity, stressing the importance of implementing
ecosystem-based approaches to climate change and disaster risk reduction, and requesting the Secretariat to
support Parties in effectively designing and implementing such approaches, inter alia, through capacity
building and the provision of guidance in tools and approaches to mitigate impacts.

3. This note consists of brief descriptions of activities and developments under the



d) Technical Series No. 93 - Voluntary guidelines for the design and effective implementation

of ecosystem-based approaches to climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and supplementary

information (2019)

PRIORITY ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE AICHI BIODIVERSITY TARGET 10 FOR



b) Identify and apply measures to improve the adaptive capacity of coral reef based socio
ecological systems within the local context, which will ensure sustainable livelihoods of reef-dependent
coastal communities, including indigenous and local communities, and provide for viable alternative
livelihoods

c) Establish or further enhance integrated management and coordination mechanisms to
effectively address multiple stressors to coral reefs, including through the implementation of national coral
reef action strategies/plans

d) Promote activities with regard to information exchange, knowledge sharing, awareness
building, capacity-building, sustainable financing, and research and monitoring

ECOLOGICALLY OR BIOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT MARINE AREAS
14. A necessary pre-requisite to understanding the impacts of climate change and sea-level rise on
biodiversity is an understanding of the components of biodiversity and habitats that are present in affected
areas. In this respect, work under the Convention on ecologically or biologically significant marine areas
(EBSAs) provides a key source of information to understand the ecological and biological significance of
the most special places of the




