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Canada’s differentiates between the terms ecosystem approach to fisheries management 
(EAFM) and ecosystem-based fisheries management (EBFM): 
 

 EAFM retains primarily an individual stock and fishery focus, while incorporating 

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/reports-rapports/regs/sff-cpd/overview-cadre-eng.htm


o A suite of methods to integrate environmental variables into stock 
assessments and science advice. These methods are being developed 
through case studies; 

o Accompanying guidance on which method is suitable based on data 
quality/availability, available analytical methods and management constraints 
or policies is also being developed; and 

o A feedback mechanism between science and management to improve the 
communication and integration of science advice into fisheries management 
decisions. 

This work remains ongoing and is expected to conclude in late 2023. 
 

 DFO continues to monitor and study changing ocean conditions and their effects on 
Canada’s fisheries, aquatic ecosystems, and coastlines through the  Aquatic Climate 
Change Adaptation Services Program (ACCASP). Through ACCASP, Canadian 
scientists are conducting: 

 Monitoring and research activities to understand the state, extent and 
impacts of ocean acidification and hypoxia;  

 Vulnerability assessments of fisheries and small craft harbours to the 
impacts of climate change; and 

 Refinement of applied ocean models to improve forecasting to better 


