
 
 
 
 

Submission by the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
 

Regarding the report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on Oceans and the 
Law of the Sea, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 78/69 

 
 
The following is the contribution by the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) to 
the preparation of the report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on Oceans and 
the Law of the Sea, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 78/69 of 5 December 2023, as 
requested in a letter from Miguel de Serpa Soares, Under Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, 
dated 19 March 2024. 
 
In making this submission, account has been taken of the need to ensure that the document 
is as brief as possible. The submission therefore focuses on a few developments, activities and 
measures adopted in the key areas addressed in resolution 78/69, in particular since the last 
report by NEAFC in 2023. 
 
The substantive part of the NEAFC submission is as follows: 
 
Introduction/General 
 
The North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) is the Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation (RFMO) for the North-East Atlantic. The NEAFC Contracting Parties are Denmark 
(in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland), the European Union, Iceland, Norway, the 
Russian Federation and the United Kingdom. NEAFC’s objective is to ensure the long-term 
conservation and optimum utilisation of the fishery resources in the Convention Area, 
providing sustainable economic, environmental and social benefits. The area covered by the 
NEAFC Convention stretches from the southern tip of Greenland, east to the Barents Sea, and 
from the North Pole south to Portugal. Recommendations adopted by NEAFC are legally 
binding. NEAFC Port State Control procedures apply to the use of ports of NEAFC Contracting 
Parties by fishing vessels with catch on board of fisheries resources that have been caught in 
the Convention Area by foreign fishing vessels and that have not been previously landed or 
transhipped at a port. These NEAFC Port State Control procedures have been aligned with 
those of the FAO Port State Measures Agreement, which 
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measures, has ensured there have been no Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fisheries in 
the North-East Atlantic for the last fifteen years or so.  To support transparency, NEAFC 
publishes an annual report on compliance with its regulatory measures, by both Contracting 
Parties and cooperating non-Contracting (https://www.neafc.org/compliance), as well as 
publicly listing its notified and authorised fishing vessels. 
 
While NEAFC adopts management and control measures for certain commercial fish stocks, 
it also adopts measures to protect other components of the marine ecosystem (including 
biodiversity) from potential negative impacts of fisheries. NEAFC thereby contributes to the 
ecosystem approach to fisheries and the protection of marine biodiversity. This includes 
preventing significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems through area-based 
conservation and management measures. In that context, NEAFC has closed large areas to 
bottom fisheries, and implements rigorous restrictions for other areas.  
 
NEAFC’s conservation and management measures, including those related to other parts of 
the marine ecosystem, do not depend on direct scientific processes within NEAFC but rather 
rely on the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) for scientific advice. 
While maintaining this clear separation between the management and policy role of NEAFC 
and the scientific role of ICES, NEAFC has improved its cooperation with ICES, including 

https://www.neafc.org/compliance
https://www.neafc.org/other/47327
https://www.neafc.org/other/47327
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responsible bodies within NEAFC. The most recent document is based on the UNGA 
resolution adopted in the previous year and is currently being updated for the 2023 UN 
resolution.  

NEAFC takes seriously its role in supporting UN learning and review processes related to 
global fisheries.  NEAFC participated with presentations and contributed documents to the 
seventeenth Informal Consultations of State Parties to the UN Fish Stocks Agreement on 
sustainable fisheries management in the face of climate change. It is also participating and 
contributing to the discussions on the ocean as a source of sustainable food at the twenty-
fourth meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans 
and the Law of the Sea. 
 
Transhipment: NEAFC has been reviewing its regulation of transhipments since 2020.  The 
2023 Annual Meeting adopted a binding recommendation to build on the new 2022 controls 
applicable to transhipments at sea to improve monitoring and control of these operations.  
This amends the NEAFC Scheme so that not only does it control transhipment involving 
regulated resources caught in the Regulatory Area (irrespective of where that transhipment 
takes place) but also covers transhipments within the regulatory area of NEAFC fisheries 
resources caught the outside regulatory area.  One Party is not bound by these new 
regulations. 
 
 
Part II Capacity Building 
 
None of NEAFC’s Contracting Parties are developing countries, and NEAFC’s core activities do 
not include capacity building in developing countries or other types of development 
cooperation. Nevertheless, NEAFC does take part in various projects aimed at capacity 
building in developing countries. This is primarily done by sharing NEAFC’s knowledge and 
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advising CNCPs on the requirements of a move to the new NEAFC Electronic Reporting System 
based on the UN FLUX fisheries data communications language. 
 
 
Part X Marine biodiversity  
 

Ecosystem Based Management of Fisheries (EBFM) 

The NEAFC Permanent Committee on Management and Science has been continuing a 
discussion that had started in 2020 on further developing EBFM, but was delayed by the 
pandemic.  ICES is at the same time in a process of continuous development of its advice, 
considering the influence of dynamic ecosystems and ecosystem productivity, the needs of 
apex predators and trends in species and habitat biodiversity. This work includes the 
production of fisheries overviews and ecosystem overviews and provides options for trade-
offs between management objectives. ICES is developing a framework on cumulative effects 
and multiple management objectives, at the same time it challenged NEAFC to further set 
out its objectives r







https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/ICSP17/ICSP17_NEAFC.pdf
https://www.neafc.org/system/files/NEAFC-resolution-on-climate-change-considerations_0.pdf
https://www.neafc.org/system/files/NEAFC-resolution-on-climate-change-considerations_0.pdf



