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Input by DESA/DSD to the 

 
SG report on ocean affairs and the law of sea to be considered at 

considered at the 68th session of the General Assembly 
 

Oceans, seas and their related ecosystems are facing numerous local and global threats 
caused by human activity and climate change. Due to their important economic, social and 
environmental benefits, ensuring healthy and productive oceans is crucial for achieving 
sustainable development. 

 
The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development held in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil in June 2012 reaffirmed the global commitment to pursue a sustainable development 
agenda and the comprehensive chapter on oceans and seas in the Rio+20 outcome document 
(with a total of twenty paragraphs) illustrated the importance placed on oceans and seas. 

 
As a follow up to Rio+20 and in order to inform Member States and other stakeholders,  

DESA/DSD organized a two day Expert Group Meeting on “Oceans, Seas and Sustainable 
Development: Implementation and follow-up to Rio+20” in New York (18-19 April 2013) to 
provide an opportunity for information exchange and dialogue among different stakeholders. 
The presentations and summary of the Expert Group Meeting cover all aspects of oceans and 
seas in the context of sustainable development and are available in electronic format on the 
DESA administered United Nations Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform: 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/.  

 
An important outcome of the Rio+20 Conference was the launch of an intergovernmental 

process to develop universal sustainable development goals (SDGs) which are to address and 
incorporate in a balanced way all three dimensions of sustainable development and their inter-
linkages and be applicable to all countries. The SDGs are expected to be at the centre of the 
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designated fish stocks to sustainable levels were crucial. It explained that poor management of 
the oceans can have particularly adverse impacts for Small Island Developing States. According 
to the report, oceans and seas should not be forgotten in the development of a post-2015 
development agenda.  

 
It is crucial that oceans and seas receive ample recognition in the post-Rio+20 processes. 

Oceans cover more than 70 % of the Earth’s surface and hold 97% of the planet's water. As an 
integral part of hydrosphere, which constitutes a major component of the climate system, oceans 
and seas play a critical role in regulating our climate by absorbing about 30 per cent of carbon 
dioxide produced by humans. Marine phytoplankton produce half of the oxygen in the earth’s 
atmosphere. Oceans are critical for global food security, for sustainable economic prosperity, and 
the well-being of many national economies, particularly in developing countries. Over three 
billion people depend on marine and coastal biodiversity for their livelihoods.  
 

Healthy oceans and seas are crucial to the survival of Small Island Developing States 


