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The Secretariat regularly gives lectures to students of maritime law from various 
universities and runs an annual Short Course which is a week-long programme 
for self-funded participants nominated by 1992 Fund Member States, covering 
all aspects of the work of the IOPC Funds and the international compensation 
regime.  Workshops on the claims process and the annual Short Course, in 
particular, help to prepare Member States ahead of any major oil pollution 
incident.   
 
The Secretariat also dedicates significant efforts into enhancing awareness and 
understanding of the IOPC Funds through the publication of numerous brochures 
and documentation, and increased investment into the Organisation͛s online 
information services (iopcfunds.org).   
 
The success of the international liability and compensation regime led it to serve 
as a model for the International Convention on Liability and Compensation for 
Damage in Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances 
by Sea (HNS Convention) referred to in paragraph 241 of Resolution 74/19.  The 
IOPC Funds ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�/DK�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌŝĂƚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ͛�
ratification of, or accession to, the 2010 HNS Protocol in order to facilitate the 
entry into force of the 2010 HNS Convention as soon as possible.  As at 
9 June 2020, five States have ratified the Protocol and several others have 
reported good progress on their preparations of the necessary implementing 
legislation to enable them to ratify in due course.  
 
In general, whilst there may well be fewer incidents in comparison to the days of 
the original 1971 Fund, the risks nevertheless remain and the incidents that have 
occurred in recent years, although small in terms of damage incurred, have often 
raised new challenges for the 1992 Fund and its Member States.  Concerning the 
handling claims for compensation, therefore, 

http://iopcfunds.org/


   

  

the preceding 1971 Fund have been involved in over 150 incidents of varying sizes all over the world 
and have paid some £740 million (USD 931 million) in compensation.  The 1992 Fund is financed 
through a levy on oil received in Member States after sea transport and currently has 
118 Member States.  A list of 1992 Fund Member States is attached at the annex. 
 

1.3 The Supplementary Fund, which entered into force in 2005, makes available additional compensation 
to victims in the States which accede to the Supplementary Fund Protocol.  The total amount 
available for compensation for each incident in the States which are Members of the Supplementary 
Fund is approximately USD 1 024 million.  There are currently 32 States Parties to the Protocol.  A list 
of Supplementary Fund Member States is attached at the annex.  

 
1.4 Together the 1992 and Supplementary Funds are known as the International Oil Pollution 

Compensation Funds (IOPC Funds).  
 
2 Activities undertaken by the IOPC Funds relevant to the implementation of Resolution 74/19 

 
2.1 The provisions contained in paragraphs 192, 228, 238, 241 and 287 of Resolution 74/19 are of 

particular relevance to the IOPC Funds and as such, the OƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ�ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�
those provisions are set out below.  
 

2.2 With regard to paragraph 228 of Resolution 74/19, the Secretariat undertakes a wide variety of 
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ�ĂŝŵĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�/KW��&ƵŶĚƐ͛�ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�DĞŵďĞƌ�and non-Member States, 
encouraging the worldwide adoption and understanding of the international regime for oil pollution 
compensation and assisting potential claimants.  The IOPC Funds maintains a strong relationship with 
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the two regularly cooperate on matters relating 
ƚŽ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ͛�ƌĂƚŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϵϮ��>��ĂŶĚ�&ƵŶĚ��ŽŶǀĞŶƚŝŽŶƐ͘��
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(Greece), it is unlikely that claims for compensation in either case will exceed the limits under the 
1992 CLC and Fund Convention. 
 

4 Considerations 
 
The Director of the IOPC Funds would like to take this opportunity to highlight, in particular, the 
importance for States Parties to the 1992 CLC and 1992 Fund Convention to consider whether or not 
those conventions have been correctly implemented in national law.  The 1992 Fund Assembly has 
repeatedly stated that correct implementation of the 1992 Civil Liability and Fund Conventions is 
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States Parties to the Supplementary Fund Protocol 

as at 31 March 2020 
(and therefore Members of the Supplementary Fund) 

32 STATES PARTIES TO THE SUPPLEMENTARY FUND PROTOCOL 

Australia 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Canada 


