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UNCTAD contribution to Part II of the Report of the Secretary-General 
on Oceans and the Law of the Sea 2021  

I. Developments related to the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 75/239 

 

1. Conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources  
 
UNCTAD contribution to the implementation of trade-related aspects of SDG 14, building of 
capacities and strengthening international cooperation 

Responding to paragraphs 24, 25, 47, 158, 204, and 214, of the General Assembly resolution 75/239, 
UNCTAD has continued its work on improving the understanding of the ocean economy and its potential 
to promote a sustainable and resilient development path. UNCTAD has also continued to provide capacity 
building and strengthen international cooperation on trade related aspects of SDG 14 (targets 1, 4, 6, 7, 
and b). UNCTAD has been active in supporting Members States in WTO negotiations on a future 
agreement on fish subsidies; designing oceans economy and trade strategies in selected developing 
countries; addressing marine plastic pollution; exploring positive incentives for conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biodiversity including on Appendix II CITES listed species; and in assessing 
impact of the COVID-19  on the oceans economy and potential responses to enable recovery, particularly 
in developing countries. In addition, UNCTAD continued its research and analytical work as well as 
technical assistance and capacity building efforts to improve understanding of the strong nexus between, 
sustainable and resilient maritime transportation systems on the one hand, and sustainable oceans and 
blue growth, on the other.   

 

Capacity building  

WTO Members are progressing steadily towards the crafting of a “fisheries subsidies agreement” in light 
of SDG target 14.6. This potential agreement will put a focus on certain subsidies for marine wild capture 
fishing and will seek to ensure that most harmful and unsustainable fishing activities do not benefit from 
p

https://unctad.org/news/how-craft-strong-wto-deal-fishing-subsidies
https://unctad.org/project/evidence-based-and-policy-coherent-oceans-economy-and-trade-strategies
https://unctad.org/project/evidence-based-and-policy-coherent-oceans-economy-and-trade-strategies
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G.  Marine and coastal tourism 

H.  Trade in fisheries services 

I.  Maritime transport and related services 

J.  Port services, related infrastructure services and logistical services 

K.  Coastal and marine environmental services 

L. Marine research and development and related services  

M.  Ocean energy and renewable energy. 

This classification can be used at national, regional, and global levels, and facilitate the monitoring of 
trends up to a three-digit level of disaggregation (based on the HS Harmonized Commodity Description 
and Coding System) for trade in goods. This comprehensive tool will enhance the understanding of the 
ocean economy's reach and importance, spur collaboration across sectors and countries, and better 
monitor and predict changes for the economy, society, and the marine environment. It will also help 
countries assess trade prospects in ocean-based sectors to expand internal development planning to 
emerging sectors.   

In response to SDG 14 target 1 and at the request of Fiji and China, UNCTAD presented a short 
communication titled "Trade in Plastics, Sustainability and Development" at the WTO Committee on Trade 
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critical importance of openness, trade and infrastructure readiness, economic diversification, risk-
assessment, and resiliency building. Changing circumstances arising from the impacts of the pandemic will 
need to be considered as part of future trade, logistic, climate and development strategies going forward. 

 

2. Climate Change impacts and adaptation 
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the projected impacts on critical transport infrastructure may have broad economic and trade-related 
repercussions, and may severely compromise the sustainable development prospects of these vulnerable 
nations. Despite a brief dip in carbon dioxide emissions caused by the COVID-
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also been integrated into the cross-sectoral Resilience and Adaptation pathway action table, envisage that, 
by 2030, policymakers, ”Ensure policies, governance, legal and institutional frameworks are in place to 
support the climate-resilience of all critical (transport, energy and other) infrastructure to (at least) 2050”; 
and, by 2040, “Ensure the climate-resilience of all critical transport, energy and other infrastructure to at 
least 2100.” While this represents an important and timely ambition, a major acceleration of efforts will 
be required to put relevant measures in place. 
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Several important areas where international regulatory action has recently been taken or is underway for 
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opportunities in alternative markets. Maritime trade volumes increased at a marginal rate of 0.5 per cent 
in 2019 while maritime trade patterns shifted. The search for alternative markets and suppliers resulted 
in a redirection of flows away from China towards other markets, especially in South-East Asian countries. 
The COVID-19 disruption has added more pressures on maritime transport activity with shipping volumes 
estimated to have contracted by 4.1 per cent in 2020 and t
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providing unbiased analysis and advice.  Benefits arising from these collaborative efforts are manifold as 
they help to inform and support the provision of timely and evidence-based policy guidance and advisory 
services to developing countries.  This is illustrated for example by the analyses and policy 
recommendations put forward by UNCTAD amidst the COVID-19 crisis. By monitoring real time 
information about ship movements captured through AIS data, UNCTAD was able to generate useful 
insights serving as leading indicators about trends in COVID-19 impacts on maritime shipping as well as 
recovery in shipping and the world economy. 

 

III. Implications of the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

Implications for a sustainable ocean economy 

The COVID-19 pandemic has generated unprecedented impacts on the global economy, prolonged 
uncertainty and halted many economic and social activities in both developing and developed countries 
overnight. The pandemic has sensitized the world to our shared fragility and the importance of preserving 
wildlife and ecosystems. It has also made clear just how quickly years of progress toward poverty and 
hunger eradication can unravel without the sustainable management of the planet’s marine and 
terrestrial resources and biodiversity.  

According to UNCTAD estimates, trade in goods dropped by about 6 percent while trade in services fall by 
16.5 per cent in 2020.  In the oceans economy these impacts while showing a similar downwards trend 
have been uneven. Trade in certain oceans based good such as tuna and tuna products exports have only 
gone down 2.4 per cent in 2020 showing certain level of resilience (see Figure below), while coastal and 
marine tourism has dropped about 70 percent one the same year with some sub sectors such as cruise 
tourism were totally on halt.  Meanwhile, maritime trade volumes carried on board ships and handled by 
ports worldwide also contracted, albeit at a less dramatic rate.  

 

Source: UNCTAD calculations based on INFOFISH data (2021).  
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https://unttc.org/
https://unctad.org/webflyer/covid-19-implications-commercial-contracts-international-sale-goods-cif-and-fob-terms
https://unctad.org/webflyer/covid-19-implications-commercial-contracts-international-sale-goods-cif-and-fob-terms
https://unctad.org/webflyer/covid-19-implications-commercial-contracts-carriage-goods-sea-and-related-cargo-claims
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/rmt2020_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/rmt2020_en.pdf
https://unttc.org/stream/maritime-supply-chain-resilience-tracker-and-kpis
https://unttc.org/stream/maritime-supply-chain-resilience-tracker-and-kpis
https://unctad.org/webflyer/small-island-developing-states-maritime-transport-era-disruptive-pandemic-empower-states
https://unctad.org/webflyer/small-island-developing-states-maritime-transport-era-disruptive-pandemic-empower-states
https://unctad.org/webflyer/small-island-developing-states-maritime-transport-era-disruptive-pandemic-empower-states
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/download/
https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=10618
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-021-03427-0
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importance of preparedness, risk assessment and resiliency building. Lessons learnt should provide an 
impetus for climate risk and vulnerability assessments of critical transport infrastructure and foster long-
term planning, essential to enhancing resiliency and building back better. Upscaling capacity building for 
energy efficiency and renewable energy generation may bring major co-benefits, in terms of climate 
change mitigation and adaptation – including in response to increasing heat extremes - as well as reduce 
energy related expenditures and dependency on energy imports. This is particularly important for SIDS 
that are vulnerable to supply-chain disruptions and are facing a reduction in earnings potential as a result 
of the impacts of the pandemic on major economic sectors, such as tourism. 

Synergy will be required in responding to implications of COVID-19 and climate crises, particularly for SIDS. 
In addition to financial support, including for the purposes of technical risk-assessments, increased 
investment in local/regional human resources and skills (e.g., skilled coastal scientists/engineers) will be 
critical for successful adaptation and resilience building in the future. Appropriate policies, standards and 
regulatory approaches have an important role to play, particularly in the context of infrastructure planning 
and coastal zone management, as have methodologies and other tools in support of adaptation, such as 
the “Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment Framework for Caribbean Coastal Transport 
Infrastructure”, developed by UNCTAD, as part of its SIDSport-ClimateAdapt project. Relevant priorities 
should be included by SIDS as part of their technical cooperation fundraising strategies and post-pandemic 
recovery plans and highlighted as part of intergovernmental policy deliberations and processes. 

 

 

 
Paris Climate Agreement and future sea-level rise from Antarctica. Nature 593, 83–

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/dtltlb2018d1_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/dtltlb2018d1_en.pdf
https://sidsport-climateadapt.unctad.org/
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-021-03427-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-019-03595-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-019-03595-0
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