
The 



Council Regulation (EC) No 894197~ established a management framework for the 
conservation of fishery resources through technical measures in the form of a general overall 
length limitation of drift-nets to a maximum of 2,5 km, as well as, a prohibition to use or 
keep on board, drift-nets of any size intended for the capture of certain species5. 

Moreover, since 2002 all drift-nets, no matter their size, have been prohibited when intended 
for the capture of species listed in Annex ~ 1 1 1 ~  of Council Regulation (EC) No 894197, as 
amended by Council Regulation (EC) No 1239198 (including bluefin tuna and swordfish)'. 
This prohibition applies to all EU Member States' fishing vessels fishing in maritime waters 
under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of the Member States and, outside those waters, to all 



drift-net fisheries. 

For reasons of clarity and, in order to facilitate uniform application of the above rules in 
Member States, a uniform definition of drift-nets was introduced through Council Regulation 
(EC) No 80912007~~. Accordingly, "drift-net" has been defined as "any gillnet held on the sea 
surface or at a certain distance below it byJloating devices, drifting with 






