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Islands for alleged illegal fishing in the Australian fishing zone. Australian
authorities seized the vessel including the catch, nets and equipment. Three
members of the crew were charged with criminal offences and were admitted to
bail on certain conditions.

The Russian Federation submitted that the bond sought by Australia
imposed conditions for the release of the vessel and the three members of the
crew which were neither permissible nor reasonable under article 73, paragraph
2, of the Convention. Australia maintained that the bond sought by the Australian
authorities was reasonable and requested the Tribunal to reject the application
made by the Russian Federation.

On 23 December 2002, the Tribunal delivered its judgment. The Tribunal
unanimously found that it had jurisdiction to entertain the application made by the
Russian Federation, and that the application, with respect to the allegation of non-
compliance with article 73, paragraph 2, of the Convention, was admissible.

Dealing with the Applicant’s allegation that the Respondent had not
complied with article 73, paragraph 2, of the Convention concerning the release of
the vessel and its three crew members, the Tribunal referred to the “Camouco”
Case where it had indicated factors relevant in an assessment of the
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fishing equipment and is not in dispute between the parties, is reasonable in terms
of article 292 of the Convention.

With respect to the three crew members, the Tribunal noted that, according
to information it received from the parties during its deliberations, the Full Court of
the Supreme Court of Western Australia upheld the appeal of the three officers of
the Volga on 16 December 2002 and ordered that they be permitted to leave
Australia upon the amount of bail already posted, and was informed that the
officers left Australia on 20 December 2002. The Tribunal therefore considered



A. Election of the President and Vice-President

On 1 October 2002, the Tribunal elected Judge Dolliver Nelson President
of the Tribunal. The President entered upon his functions forthwith. On 2 October
2002, Judge Budislav Vukas was elected Vice-President. As provided for in
article 12 of the Statute, the President and the Vice-President are both elected for
a term of three years.

B. Chambers
1. Seabed Disputes Chamber

The Seabed Disputes Chamber is established in accordance with Part XI,
section 5, of the Convention and article 14 of the Statute. The Seabed Disputes
Chamber deals with disputes arising out of, and has exclusive jurisdiction over
disputes relating to, the exploration and exploitation of the International Seabed
Area. In accordance with article 35, paragraph 1, of the Statute, the Seabed
Disputes Chamber consists of 11 judges selected by the members of the Tribunal
from among themselves. The members of the Chamber are selected triennially.

Pursuant to articles 35 of the Statute and 23 of the Rules, the terms of
office of members of the Chamber expired on 30 September 2002. On 2 October
2002, the Tribunal selected new members of the Seabed Disputes Chamber. As
required by the Statute, the judges of the Chamber were selected in such a
manner as to ensure the representation of the principal legal systems of the world
and equitable geographical distribution. The members of the Chamber entered
upon their duties forthwith and elected Judge Marsit as President of the Chamber.
The composition of the Chamber, in order of precedence, is as follows: Judge
Marsit, President; Judges Caminos, Yankov, Chandrasekhara Rao, Park,
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On 2 October 2002, the Chamber was constituted for the period ending on
30 September 2003. The members of the Chamber, in order of precedence, are
as follows: President Nelson; Vice-President Vukas; Judges Akl, Marsit and Cot,
members; Judges Jesus and Ballah, alternates.

(b)  Chamber for Fisheries Disputes

The Chamber for Fisheries Disputes, established in accordance with article
15, paragraph 1, of the Statute, is available to deal with disputes concerning the
conservation and management of marine living resources, which parties may
agree to submit to it. The Chamber consists of seven members. As decided by
the Tribunal, the members of the Chamber are selected for a three-year term.

The terms of office of the members of the Chamber, selected on 4 October
1999, expired on 30 September 2002. On 2 October 2002, the Tribunal selected
new members of the Chamber for Fisheries Disputes. The members of the
Chamber entered upon their duties forthwith and elected Judge Caminos as
President of the Chamber. The composition of the Chamber, in order of
precedence, is as follows: Judge Caminos, President; Judges Yamamoto,
Kolodkin, Park, Wolfrum, Ndiaye and Jesus, members.

The terms of office of the members of the Chamber expire on 30
September 2005.

(c) Chamber for Marine Environment Disputes

The Chamber for Marine Environment Disputes, established in accordance
with article 15, paragraph 1, of the Statute, is available to deal with disputes
relating to the protection and preservation of the marine environment, which
parties may agree to submit to it. The Chamber consists of seven members. As
decided by the Tribunal, the members of the Chamber are selected for a three-
year term.

The terms of office of the members of the Chamber, selected on 4 October
1999, expired on 30 September 2002. On 2 October 2002, the Tribunal selected
new members of the Chamber for Marine Environment Disputes. The members
of the Chamber entered upon their duties forthwith and elected Judge Treves as
President of the Chamber. The composition of the Chamber, in order of
precedence, is as follows: Judge Trev
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chamber for dealing with a particular dispute, if the parties so request. The
composition of such a chamber is determined by the Tribunal with the approval of
the parties in the manner provided for in article 30 of the Rules.

By Order dated 20 December 2000, the Tribunal formed a Special
Chamber to deal with a dispute between Chile and the European Community
concerning the conservation and sustainable exploitation of swordfish stocks in
the South-eastern Pacific Ocean. The composition of the Special Chamber to
deal with the case is as follows: Judge Chandrasekhara Rao, President; Judges
Caminos, Yankov and Wolfrum and Judge ad hoc Orrego Vicufia, members.



