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Assidunce available to and measures that may be taken by Srl Lanka to 

realire benalits of sustafrtable and effedfve devalapmenf of marine 

resource and uses of fhe ocean wmtln W e  Brniis of bs ndanal fwisdictian . .. T 

under UNCLOS 

lntroducrtion 
& 

Sri-Lankanon Aood state situafed at the lip of the Indian sub confinent 

having geographically sj~nificunt and sh-crfegic position. It opens to three 

major sections of ihe  lndion ocean: i.e. gay of Bangal in the Eastern. Mid 

k k m  Ocean Basin in Southern, Arabian Sea in Western Side. Apart of 

?hot. on the North if is surrounded by -fhe famous ~dlk-sfrd and Gulf of 

manner. More over, it should be noted mat on h e  South 
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cowtry. Sri-Lunka posses beautiful scanlc coastal' zones with famous . . . . . .-.. . .* 

beaches, coral reefs, bays lagoons etc,. ~ l l  the avers of Sd-tanka begin 

b r n  the highland situated In the middle of the .counw and flaws to the 

Indian Ocean adding a. huge amount of sediments ta the' Indian Ocean 

mnuuUy. Hence, me fndian Ocean is highly interconnected with the life 

cycle of the Island. 

SICLanka 's o member of the UN system who mtisisd' t h e  United Notfons 

jurisdicfion under .the UNCLOS to some extent but h practical tern f ie  

benefits are resMcted by 
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~ccardin'gly, the totai area of its maritime zone is 522,800 kn12. which i s  

eight (81 times bigger than its land territory. 

CanMbution fa economic development uider UNCLOS 

Fishers and fish refated work force bath dimd and indirect consiitute 

around 1 / 3  of the total population of the country and are mostty 

benefited by the dtmmrcation af the maritime boundaries. Sn-Lankan 

coastal Fishing industry which has a long way to go in - infernational 

dbndards develaped to its maximum susiainable pofential utilization to 

romu extent 

db 0 
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One of the remarkable achievements under the UNCLOS is the equal 

sharing of living and no? living resources in the Gulf of manner arid Polk- 

. .. . . - .  
slrait in the Northern seas 4 t h  its neighbor peacefuliy. . .  . . ,  , . . - 

Current stcrtus v d  issues requbg Me 
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Marine Pollution Prevention Authority (MPPAJ - Mafine ~bll~jfi~lrl 

Sri-Lanka NAVY - Novat defense. S o f e f y  at ?he Seo 

- . - . - - . , f;!~pw-rJq-nt of Metrology . . . .  _ - rnonlfot'ing ~etow-Qcaa nic parameters, 

marine Hazards etc 

Univerisfy of Moratuwa - Newly estabfished Department of earth rescsurces 
(* 

(Oceanography 

University of Ruhvna - Facuffy of Mcrrfne Biology 

Though there hre many facilities of under UNCLOS a lack gf Ncrfionbl 

lnstifufs for Oceanography could be The main obsfacle fo exp!ore fhose 

cppWfunifies in Sri.Lan!gY. Therefwe the establisnrnenl of such g notional 

institute i s  an essential matter, 

De&h qf practicing experts on UNCLOS is onofher setback in Sri-L~nko to 

utilize facikes bnd pMleges undec VNCLOS. Thwe are na government or 

private educalional establishments in Sri-Lanka which conduct special 

courses in Law af the Sea, 

Sn'4unka has now realized h e  impartonce of having an ocean policy for 

sustainable usage of it5 ocean. i f  has taken measurea to expand .its 

"Ncrfional fisharias and aqvqfic PdiW into ocean devefopnent sector as 

well 
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Inititdive measures taken 

SriTtankan NAVY, Sri-Lapkg Customs and recently erfablishd Coast Guard - ...--. - ,.. . ......., . , . .  - - .  .. .. 
unit undetr the Ministry of htmd Affa-s with their megre resources are 

wcaldng together undef the UNCLOS frame-work -. to minimize unfavorobre 

incidenh such us smuggling, piran/ ek., in the region. ~acause of their 

coordinated E~MS intetma#ional ships we able lo sail peacefully through 

our maritime zone which is considered as one of f h e  safest  s e a s  in the 

According 
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Ncltion~f AqwSic Resoumes Research and Davelapmenf Agency (NARA). 

the research arm of the Ministry of ffshedss and Aquatic Resot~rces is the 

- . . . .- . . . . focal -...- . point . of the 10C 

A r t i s h c e  aiready made crvaJbble 

With the development of-Oceonogrepttic activities m Sri-Lanka within the 

UNCLOS jun'sdictia~ Various types-of ussktance were received through 

many 



;.'. 
After the war 2004 tsunami tragedy, which petished around 65,000 
peopie in Sri- Lanko alanG, many UN agsnc.ies came b w r d  to support 
rehabilitufing eftbr;ts In different forms. Prior to isunarnf Sn-Lanka hod only 
one sea-level monitoring skifion which was facated In Colombo. After the 
Ssurtumi, IOC through Gfobai Sea level ~bsshrotiair System (GLOSS), 
asisfed Sd-Lanka to establish two other stations one'fn fhe East and the 

- .-&kiet.:in .ths. South covehg a wider area of fhe lsland. Aso under the 
guidance of OC, irni;ne&fd,ly s&p an Ocean ObswoQon Center 
operative 24x7 bosis- Being an active member in me Indian Ocean 
Tsunami Warning System [lOWSj, Sn-Lanka uses  facilities available to 
a c c e s s  public domain ocean'data web sites and technical assistance. 

As the fuirfure of Sn'-tanka depends on the ocean resources e~plor~ffon of 

living ancl no&fiving resources in the  ocwn is considered u priarjty. On 

and marine research devefoprnepi for Sri-Lanka, As a developing carlntry 

hetaw expenses invofved. If is of ufr~~bst Importance b carry out Sea bed 

surveys. 




