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1. Inventory

The Sargasso Sea is adamentally important area othe open ocean within the
North Atlantic Sub¥ropical Gyre, bounded on all sides by clockwise rotating currents
(Laffoley et al., 2011).

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not iney exffiorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Figure 1. Source: https://chm.cbd.int/database/record?document|D=200098.

Named after its iconic Sargasswsraveed, he Sargasso & importance derives
from the interdependent mix of its physical oceanography, its ecosystems, and its
role in globalscale ocean and earth system processes. It is a place of leg#hd
distinct pelagic ecosystem based upon two species of floaBapassum the
world’s only macralgae that spend their whole lifeycle in the water column
(holopelagic) which hosts a rich and diverse communiiycluding ten endemic
speciesSargassunmats are home to >145 invertebrate species and >127 species of
fish; the mats act as important spawning, nursery and feeding areas for fish, turtles
and seabirds. In deeper watehe Sargasso Sea is the only known spawning area for
migrations and may be using the area as nursery aréasty species of whales
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occur in the Sargasso Sea and Humpback Whileggptera novaeangligemake
regular migrations through the area en route fratme Caribbean tahe northern
North Atlantic. Many other speciesncluding several tuna spp., turtles, rays and
swordfish migrate through the Sargasso Séais truly an ecological crossroads in
the Atlantic Oceanljnking its own distinct ecosystem with Africa, the Ameriths
Caribbearand Europe
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Figure 2. Time



4. Ecosystem Services

The economic importance of the Sargasso Sea is derived


http://www.usm.edu/gcrl/sargassum/index.php
https://chm.cbd.int/database/record?documentID=200098

12).


http://stellwagen.noaa.gov/sister/pdfs/bermuda_moa12.pdf%20accessed%2010%20July%202015
http://stellwagen.noaa.gov/sister/pdfs/bermuda_moa12.pdf%20accessed%2010%20July%202015

Hallett, J. (2011). The Importance of the Sargasso Sea and the Offshore Waters of the
Bermudian Exclusive Economic Zone to Bermuda aRgdpleSargasso Sea
Alliance Science Report Series, No. 4, 18pp.

ICCAT (2013). Resolution12; Resolution by ICCAT on the Sargasso Sea. ICCAT
Compendium Management Recommendations and Resolutions Adopted by ICCAT
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas



Alliance Legal Working Group by Coastal & Ocean Management, Hampshire, UK.
Sargasso Sea Alliance Science Report Series, No. 9, 45pp.

Siuda, A.N.S. (201 5unmmary of Sea Education Association Ltgrga Sargasso Sea Surface
Net Data. Sargasso Sea Alliance Science Report Series, No. 10, 18pp.

Smetacek,V. and Zingon.(2013 Green and golden seawedides on the rise. Nature
504, 8488.d0i:10.1038/Nature 12860

SSC Newsletter (2015). Sargasso Sea Commission Newsletter, March 2015
(http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs169/1109154724045/archive/112034187823
2.htmlaccessed 10 July, 2015).

Stevenson, A. (2011Mumpback Whale Research Proj@#rmuda. Sargasso Sea Alliance
Science Report Series, No. 11, 11pp.

Sumaila, U.R., Vats, V. and Swartz, W. (2013). Values from the Resources of the Sargasso Sea.
Sargasso Sedlidnce Science Report Series, No. 12, 24pp.

UNEP/CMS (2014YNEP/CMS/COP11/Doc.24.1.18.Rev.1.

© 2016 United Nations 7


http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs169/1109154724045/archive/1120341878232.html
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs169/1109154724045/archive/1120341878232.html

