
Development, that there should be a regular process for the global reporting and assessment of the state of th e  m a r i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  

a s p e c t s .   W e  n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  o c e a n  t o  u s  h u m a n s ,  a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l  i m p a c t s  o f  h u m a n s  o n  t h e  o c e a n .  

I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  S D G  1 4  ( “ C o n s e r v e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l y  u s e  o c e a n s ,  s e a s  a n d  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s  

f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t ” ) .   I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t i m e l y  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  p u t  i n  h a n d  b y  t h e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  S u m m i t  h a s  n o w  p r o d u c e d  



The General Assembly decided that the Assessment should not undertake policy 
analysis.  We have therefore not ranked these themes in order of importance.  
Similarly, recommendations for action were not sought.  It therefore remains for 
national governments and the competent international authorities to decide what 
action to take in the light of the Assessment. 

         

LORNA INNISS       ALAN SIMCOCK 

 Joint Coordinators of the Group of Experts of the Regular Process 


	Preface

