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REFERENCE: MSP/32/ELECT/CLCS

The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments to the
representatives of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law ofthe Sea
(the “Convention”) and has the honourto refer to the forthcoming elections to the
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (the “Commission”).

Pursuantto article 2, paragraph 1, of Annex II to the Convention,“the

Commission shall consist of 21 members[...], elected by States Parties to this Convention

from amongtheir nationals, having due regard to the need to ensure equitable
geographical representation, who shall serve in their personal capacities”.

Pursuantto article 2, paragraph 3, of AnnexII, “[e]lections of the members of the

Commission shall be held at a meeting of States Parties convened by the
Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters.”

Pursuantto article 2, paragraph 4, of AnnexII,“[t]he members of the Commission
shall be elected for a term of five years. They shall be eligible for re-election”.

The forthcoming elections will be held at the thirty-second Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention, scheduled to be convened from 13 to 17 June 2022

(SPLOS/31/9, footnote 14). It is recalled in this regard, however, that the termsofoffice

of the current members of the Commission will expire on 15 June 2023, pursuant to the
decision by the thirty-first Meeting of States Parties to extend the termsofoffice of the
members of the Commission for one additional year (SPLOS/31/9, paras. 84-86 and
SPLOS/31/10).

Callfor Nominations

Pursuantto article 2, paragraph 2, of Annex II to the Convention, “[a]t least three

months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
addressa letter to the States Parties, inviting the submission of nominations, after

appropriate regional consultations, within three months. The Secretary-General shall

prepare list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated and shall submitit to all
the States Parties.”
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The statement of qualifications ofthe candidate should also be transmitted
electronically in MS Word format to: doalos@un.org.

Expenses ofmembers while in performance ofCommission duties — an undertaking by
nominating States

Pursuantto article 2, paragraph 5, of Annex II to the Convention, “the State Party
which submitted the nomination of a member of the Commission shall defray the
expenses ofthat member while in performance of Commission duties”. In addition to
defraying the costs associated with relevanttravel and subsistence allowance, this may
also include appropriate life, medical and other forms of insurance covering the periodin
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