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  Letter dated 31 August 2022 from the moderator of the workshop 

to discuss the implementation of paragraphs 113, 117 and 119 to 124 

of resolution 64/72, paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and 132 to 134 

of resolution 66/68 and paragraphs 156, 171, 175, 177 to 188 and 219 

of resolution 71/123 on sustainable fisheries, addressing the 

impacts of bottom fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems and 

the long-term sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks, addressed to 

the President of the General Assembly  
 

 

 In my capacity as moderator of the workshop to discuss the implementation of 

paragraphs 113, 117 and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72, paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 

130 and 132 to 134 of resolution 66/68 
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6. Participants welcomed the workshop as an important forum in which to 

exchange information and views on the actions that had been taken to implement the 

resolutions, as well as on areas that required further work.  

7. Participants took stock of the considerable progress that had been made at the 

global, regional and national levels since the adoption of General Assembly resolution 

61/105 in 2006. However, it was noted that implementation remained incomplete and 

uneven and that further efforts were needed to improve the implementation of that 

resolution and subsequent related resolutions.  

 

 

  Impacts of bottom fisheries on vulnerable marine ecosystems and 

the long-term sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks (segment 1) 
 

 

8. In segment 1, presentations were made by Marcelo Vasconcellos (Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Division, FAO), Eugene Nixon (International Council for the Exploration  

of the Sea), Thomas Blasdale (Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization), Amy 

Baco-Taylor (Florida State University, United States of America) and Matthew Gianni 

(Deep Sea Conservation Coalition). 

9. The panellists highlighted the adverse impacts of bottom fishing, in particular 

bottom trawling, on VMEs and the sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks.  

10. General Assembly resolution 61/105 and the FAO International Guidelines for 

the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in the High Seas were highlighted as 

transformational instruments in ensuring the long-term conservation and sustainable 
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33. Participants raised various issues relating to the transparency of decision-

making processes within RFMO/As, as many assessment reports were still not 

publicly available, as well as concerns regarding the confidentiality of data, 

particularly given the importance of high-quality and good-resolution data. 

Participants noted issues surrounding confidentiality and the public sharing of certain 

forms of collected data, including catch and scientific data, except at a high level of 

abstraction, as well as the availability of data more generally. However, positive steps 

taken towards transparency were also noted in terms of, for instance, inviting 

submissions and proposals from a wide variety of stakeholders, allowing the 

participation of observers, including through contr ibutions to scientific and 

surveillance information, making reports publicly accessible, and sharing information 

with other RFMOs. The role of research surveys and capacity-building in overcoming 

knowledge gaps was also noted. 

34. Noting the issues being faced, participants queried whether there would be 

utility in greater standardization across RFMO/As of tools or protocols in use, as well 

as how RFMO/As were working to share information and ensure that best practices 

were being employed across their areas of competence, particularly in view of 

differing levels of data being available and approaches being used. Participants 

highlighted, in this respect, that some level of standardization might be of assistance, 

particularly in resource-poor regions. At the same time, it was necessary to be aware 

that different regions and their ecosystems and needs differed, which meant that a 

single approach might not be suitable. Not all the stocks in certain RFMO/A regions 

exhibited, for example, the classic characteristics of deep-sea fish stocks, which tend 

to be more vulnerable owing to slower reproduction rates, higher ages of maturity and 

greater sensitivity, and about which there tends to be fewer data. A range of 

management tools and approaches was therefore required for different stocks, which 

might also be found in different maritime zones. Only some of the experiences and 

lessons learned would be applicable to, and could be helpfully shared with, other 

RFMO/As.  

35. Some participants called for the closure of seamounts to bottom fishing in the 

relevant RFMO, as it was impossible to preclude significant adverse impacts to VMEs 

in the light of the limited scientific knowledge of VME species, connectivity and local 

diversity of endemic species even within the same sea
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the fishing industry still encountered some challenges, including on how to quantify 
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41. Increased cooperation among different stakeholders was highlighted as an 

opportunity. Increased sharing of information and best practices among RFMO/As, 

including through FAO networks, was considered important. The importance of 

sharing information regarding the activities of flag States, including in areas where 

no RFMO existed, was highlighted, with a call for increased contributions to relevant 

reports of the Secretary-General. A view was expressed that there was an opportunity 

for more cooperation between States to adopt monitoring, control and surveillance 

measures for bottom fishing and that more comprehensive management measures had 

been implemented. The involvement of the fishing industry in management was 

considered key, given the data and information that could be collected from its 

activities. One panellist noted that coastal communities were highly dependent on 

fishing for the supply of nutritious, healthy and sustainable protein. The fishing 

industry was composed of people who shared the same concern about the current 

condition of the oceans and how it might affect their livelihood. In this regard, it was 

considered important to improve communication with the private sector to build trust 

and buy-in, while recognizing and balancing the economic, social and environmental 

aspects of the fisheries sector.  

 

 

  Summary segment  
 

 

42. During the summary segment, the moderator provided an oral summary of the 
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