
partnership for sustainable development (sustainable develop-
ment goal 17), which is necessary to support the implementation 
of those commitments;

(c) Instruct the United Nations regional commissions to facilitate 
the conduct of open, inclusive and participatory regional peer re-
views of the implementation of the post-2015 agenda;

(d) Encourage all multilateral international organizations to sup-
port the accountability framework for the post-2015 agenda.

The success of the post-2015 development agenda depends on the 
adoption of global goals for sustainable development and on de-
signing a robust accountability system, with strong incentives for 
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upon existing accountability mechanisms, strengthening them 
where necessary, and support new ones where applicable. The 
promotion of effective and coherent links among the various ac-
countability mechanisms at local, national, regional and global 
level is also needed. 

While a reliable data system is critical for exercising account-
ability, it should be emphasized that indicators are intended to 
help monitor progress towards objectives and need to be used 
in combination with qualitative analyses of progress, challeng-
es and constraints. Global governance and the inequalities that 
characterize the global economic system will be sidelined in in-
ternational development debates if quantitative targets and indi-
cators alone drive the agenda. Excessive reliance on indicators as 
a framework for accountability is therefore not only inadequate, 
but will distort international development priorities.

Principles for effective accountability for  
the post-2015 development agenda 
To overcome the asymmetries that hamper development cooper-
ation process in delivering results, the Committee recommended 
that reform of the accountability framework for the post-2015 
agenda needed to rest on a few critical principles, as set out below.

Subsidiarity. Issues ought to be addressed at the lowest level at 
which they can be tackled. Given the central role that countries 
will play in the implementation of the post-2015 development 
agenda and the lack of horizontal accountability at the interna-
tional level, strong ties to the national accountability exercise 
should be established, supported by very active international and 
national social accountability. Linking national parliaments with 
international social accountability is essential, as they are the for-
mal institutions in charge of making Governments accountable 
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Inclusiveness and transparency. Global governance institutions 
need to be representative of, and accountable to, the entire global 
community; moreover, decision-making procedures need to be 
democratic, inclusive and transparent. In the absence of those 
characteristics, they will lack universal legitimacy and their ef-
fectiveness will be compromised. Balancing the inherent power 
asymmetries is mandatory for effective horizontal and trans-
parent accountability. That requires a stronger voice for partner 
countries in order to overcome the imbalances in the aid rela-
tionship, a high degree of surveillance of the commitments of all 
countries by independent secretariats and high-profile political 
debates.

Results-oriented commitments. The requirement that all posi-
tions of authority should have clearly defined duties and perfor-
mance standards, which enable their behaviour to be assessed 
objectively and transparently, is a necessary prerequisite for both 
answerability and the incentives to comply.

3. Essential elements of effective accounta- 
bility for the post-2015 development agenda 

The Committee recommended that a reformed and strengthened 
monitoring and accountability framework, based on the princi-
ples described above, should include the essential elements set 
out below.

First, it should be a bottom-up process and rely on the broad 
use of national accountability mechanisms. Parliaments should 
be at the centre of the post-2015 accountability exercise. Na-
tional follow-up processes should also include local and regional 
governments. At the international level, the regional layer of ac-
countability should be designated for peer reviewing and other 
forms of horizontal accountability. Those national and regional 
processes would then converge at the High-level Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development which has been mandated by the 
General Assembly to provide political leadership and review im-
plementation of sustainable development commitments.

Second, a strong monitoring mechanism at both the regional and 
global levels is required. Monitoring should have a certain level 
of independence to assure impartiality and should be assigned to 
the secretariats of relevant multilateral and regional organizations.

Third, a robust information system is required. For the vast ma-
jority of the targets for the sustainable development goals, re-
liable, timely and accurate information is currently lacking for 
a large number of developing countries, including most of the 
least developed countries. That implies that strengthening the 
statistical capacities of developing countries to produce basic data 
about their own economic, social and environmental conditions 
should take precedence over developing a more sophisticated in-
formation system.

Fourth, monitoring should feed into the first dimension of ac-
countability — answerability. The High-level Political Forum, 


