The analysis by the Committee of the voluntary
national reviews indicates that those presented in
2021 showed welcome improvements compared
with earlier reports in the broader capture of all
aspects of the 2030 Agenda and in increased
attention to previously underreported goals and
targets, in particular those related to the
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environment. Two key continuing concerns are the
lack of substance and analysis, which limits the
potential of the reports to share meaningful
experiences and lessons learned, and the lack of
attention given to the transformative and
integrated objectives of the 2030 Agenda.



The Committee has conducted an analysis of the
voluntary national reviews presented at the high-level
political forum every year since 2018.! In 2022, it
conducted an analysis of the 40 voluntary national review
reports presented in 2021. While there are welcome
advances, key concerns raised by the Committee in the
past on the scope and content of the reports remain. The
reports reviewed do not reflect the transformative
ambition of the 2030 Agenda, nor do they appear to be
effectively used as tools for taking lessons learned into
policy debates and processes.

Voluntary national review reports are largely descriptive
and lack the substantive assessments and analyses
required to serve their intended purpose of sharing
experiences of national Governments, civil society,
businesses and international partners. More detailed
attention to and reflection on policies, strategies and
actions taken, nationally and internationally, and their
impact would facilitate the identification of experiences
and lessons learned, which could in turn support
improvements in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
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investment promotion and market access, that specifically
support the development of least developed countries,
remain among the least reported targets overall.
Furthermore, the importance of policy space is scarcely
mentioned in any reports.

A general trend in past



