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I. Changing Population Age Structure: 
Disparities and Drivers 



0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f 
p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 

Year 

Age Distribution of the World Population, 1980-2050  

16% 

50% 

8% 

0-14 children 

15-24 youth 

25-64 working age 

65+ older persons 

49% 

14% 

21% 26% 

16% 

The share of older persons is set to double by 2050, while the share of children and 
youth will decline. The working-age population is expected to stay at one half of the 
population.   

Data source: World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision 





Fertility decline is, by far, the most 

important driver of population ageing 

• Mortality decline occurs among both 

younger and older age groups, with little 

overall effect on the age distribution 

• Fertility decline reduces the number of 

births, gradually shifting the balance from 

young people towards older people in the 

population 
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Contribution of mortality decline at different ages to improvements in the 
life expectancy at birth between 1995-2000 and 2010-2015 

Source: World Population Ageing Report 2015 



Can population ageing be slowed 

or reversed? 
• Population ageing is in many ways a 

demographic success story, driven by changes in 
fertility and mortality that are associated with 
economic and social development.  

• But the changes in population age structure 
brought on by sustained low fertility pose 
challenges, including an expanding older 
population and shrinking workforce to pay for 
social services and pensions and to drive 
economic growth 

 





II. Social and Economic Implications and 
Policy Priorities for Sustainable 

Development 



Sustainable Development  

• Sustainable development entails meeting the needs 
of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their needs 

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
embraces 3 core elements: economic growth, social 
inclusion and environmental protection, to be 
achieved through 17 goals 

• Demographic change and population age structure 
affect the trajectory of development, and the type 
of policies best suited to each stage of the 
demographic transition 







Economic Implications and Policies 
• How to spark demographic transition by 

addressing human development challenges 
and speeding up the decline in fertility 
needed to raise working-age population to 
boost economic growth?  

• How to accelerate job creation to grab the 
first demographic dividend for countries with 
large share of working-age population? 

 

 



• How to prepare for rapid ageing population for 
countries facing high share of older population 
soon, especially for countries without sound social 
protection system? 

• How to maintain population welfare and economic 
growth with rapid ageing?  

• What are the implications for gender and social 
equality, intergenerational equity, and individual 
behavioral change (i.e. living arrangement, health)? 

Economic Implications and Policies 
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