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This note has been prepared for the Tenth Coordination Meeting on International Migration in New York on 9 and
10 February 2012. The meeting has been organized by UN DESA to allow international organizations to exchange
information on current and future activities in the area of international migration and to examine the cooperation
between international organizations and the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD). In addition,
the meeting will provide a first important opportunity for an exchange of views on preparations for the UN
General Assembly High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development in 2013 (2013 High Level Dialogue).

The note first provides some brief background on engagement by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR, the Office) in international migration to date. It then outlines UNHCR’s
initiatives in the interface between forced displacement and international migration and the Office’s planned







under international refugee and human rights law that are relevant to border management, most notably the
principle of non-refoulement. UNHCR has issued a number of important doctrinal positions and policy
recommendations, especially relating to the increasing extra-territorialisation of immigration control and the
transfer of responsibilities under international refugee law from one State to another.

Importantly, UNHCR has also developed innovative tools and mechanisms to operationalize these standards.®
Generally such activities are undertaken jointly or in close cooperation with other international or national
partners. Some of the tools developed by UNHCR and its partners to address irregular mixed movements in a
differentiated manner also proved useful to address the mixed outflow of people in the context of the Libya




the Gulf of Aden.









