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 Jacques van Zuydam is the Head (Chief Director) of the National Population Unit of the 
government of South Africa. His work entails integrating population concerns into the 
programmes of national government departments, provinces and local governments in 
South Africa, along with forging relationships with the international community and 
NGOs to support population and development in South Africa. His responsibilities also 
include population and development research and to monitor and evaluate the 
implementation of the country’s population policy. He regularly represents South 
Africa on international population affairs in the United Nations, African Union, the 
Partners in Population and Development (PPD), BRICS and the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC). Jacques has a Master of Arts (MA) degree in 
Sociology and is a Fellow of the international Leadership for Environment and 
Development (LEAD) Programme. 

 

John Wilmoth has been Director of the Population Division at the UN DESA since 
January 2013. He holds a PhD from the University of California at Berkeley. He was on 
the faculty of the University of California at Berkeley for more than 20 years, serving as 
Professor in the Department of Demography. He is the author or co-author of more 
than 50 scientific papers on various aspects of population dynamics. 
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