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PRESS RELEASE  

 
New York, 17 UN 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs  (DESA) today, provides the latest estimates of the 
number of international migrants by age, sex and origin for all countries and areas of the world. The 
estimates are based on official national statistics on the foreign-
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(98%), Oceania (88%) and Northern Africa and Western Asia (59%) were born outside their region of 
residence. 
 
Forced displacements across international borders continues to rise. Between 2010 and 2017, the 
global number of refugees and asylum seekers increased by about 13 million, accounting for close to 
a quarter of the increase in the number of all international migrants.  Northern Africa and Western 
Asia hosted around 46 per cent of the global number of refugees and asylum seekers, followed by 
sub-Saharan Africa (21%).  
 
Turning to the gender composition, women comprise slightly less than half of all international 
migrants in 2019. The share of women and girls in the global number of international migrants fell 
slightly, from 49 per cent in 2000 to 48 per cent in 2019. The share of migrant women was highest in 
Northern America (52%) and Europe (51%), and lowest in sub-Saharan Africa (47%) and Northern 
Africa and Western Asia (36%). 
 
In terms of age, one out of every seven international migrants is below the age of 20 years. In 
2019, the dataset showed that 38 million international migrants, equivalent to 14 per cent of global 
migrant population, were under 20 years of age. Sub-Saharan Africa hosted the highest proportion 
of young persons among all international migrants (27%), followed by Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and Northern Africa and Western Asia (about 22% each). 
 
Three out of every four international migrants are of working age (20-64 years)

https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.asp
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