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In conclusion, Madame Chair, the South African delegation wishes to 

re-emphasize the importance of the Commission on Population and 

Development. Given that its primary mandate revolves around the 

implementation of the ICPD, which has at its core the development of 

the person, and by extension, communities and societies.  The South 

African delegation, as is the case with many others believes that 

people centered development requires that all people are able to 

access political, civil, social, economic and cultural rights. It is for this 

reason that we are particularly pleased that this resolution makes 

explicit reference to Declaration on the Right to Development. The 

Commission on Population and Development is perhaps, the only 

functional commission in the UN system where a core part of its 

deliberations includes discussions on the normative issues 

pertaining to people centered development. It is for this reason that 

we sought to protect the integrity of this commission and the reports 

that inform our deliberations. 

 

I thank you. 

 


