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Madam Chair, 

I am honored to be here today to express the renewed and deep comnlitment of the United States 
Government to the goals and aspirations of the ICPD Program of Action. President Obama, 
Secretary of State Clinton, and Ambassador Rice as well as the United States Congress, have 
already acted strongly to support women's and young people's health, human rights, and 
empowerment; global partnership; and the wider development agenda embraced by the Program· 
of Action. 

We salute the many governments here, as well as non-governmental and international 
organizations, for the important work you have done to implement the Program of Action. The 
United States applauds your leadership, and recognizes your expertise. We all know that much 
remains to be done to accomplish these internationally agreed goals and we stand ready to work 
in partnership ~ith all of you this week to set priorities and commit to strong effective actions. 

Madam Chair, my delegation would like to thank the Secretariat for the documents provided in 
preparation for this meeting. We have a strong platfonn from which to begin our deliberations. 
We would like to emphasize that the Program of Action provides guidance for achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals, and tllat achieving these goals requires that we achieve the 
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We need to also prioritize conlprehensive sexual and reproductive health services, as defined in 
the Program of Action and the Key Actions for its further implementation, in our work to 
strengthen health systems. The cluster of services agreed in the Program of Action are all 
essential to save women's lives and secure their health as well as protect their reproductive 
rights. The United States is comnlitted to ensuring, among others: a n d  



December 18,2008. This signals our collective support of the statement's main objective - the 
condemnation of human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity, just as 
we condemn any other failure to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

The Obama 




