


But while the advances toward MDG 4 -



What needs to be done? UNICEF's flagship publication State of 

the World's Children focused its 2009 edition on maternal health. 

The report argues that a pivotal component of improving outcomes 

for women and children is strengthening health systems. 

Integrating ante-natal care, care for maternal malnutrition and 

anemia, skilled attendance at childbirth, access to emergency 

obstetric care and community-level integration of essential services 

for mothers, newborns and young children such as exclusive 

breastfeeding, immunization, insecticide-treated bed nets, water 

and vitamin supplementation can save the lives of thousands of 

women and children under five who die each day. 

Estimates from international household surveys such as 

Demographic and Health Surveys and Multiple Indicator Cluster 

Surveys indicate that there is a huge unmet need for contraception 

and family planning among women of reproductive age. Only 29 
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per cent of women in their childbearing years 1 who are in 

committed 



Maternal and child survival requIre close integration of HIV 

prevention and treatment, family planning, and reproductive and 

sexual health with maternal and neo-natal health services. We 

need to be sure that women who are tested for HIV in order to 

prevent transmission of the virus to their newborns are also tested 

to determine if




