


mortality and morbidity. The strengthening of health care systems to ensure access to
skilled birth attendants, proper equipment and the ability to refer women for and deliver
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and é priority for all nations cooperating for the delivery of maternal health care.

It is a disservice to women that family planning to “avoid mistimed or unwanted
pregnancies” is proposed as a “cost-effective intervention to reduce maternal morbidity
and mortality,” where access to adequate obstetric services is still limited. This is not a
substitute for adequate obstetrics care and fails to respond to the pressing needs of

women around the world. v
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